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Citation Analysis for Literature Researches in Taiwan
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Abstract

This study investigates Literature Researches in Taiwan in a viewpoint of outside researcher.
The methodology of Informetrics will be used to analyze citations of Chinese Literature and Foreign
Literature’s research papers which had been published in Taiwan from 1996 to 2006. The citation types,
citation disciplines, citation languages and citing half-life are examined. On average, the number of
citations of each research paper of Foreign Literature is 22.72; the number of Chinese Literature is 18.66.
The self-citation rate of Chinese Literature is 61.25%; the rate for Foreign Literature is 13.90%. Research
papers on Chinese Literature have great interaction with General Literature, Philosophy, and History, but
Foreign Literature papers have great interaction with Social Science. The major citation types of both
Chinese Literature and Foreign Literature are “Book”. The written language of cited works is English for
Foreign Literature; the written language of cited works is Chinese for Chinese Literature. The citing half-
life of Chinese Literature is 19.29 years and that of Foreign Literature is 11.96 years. The citations of
Chinese Literature have much larger time span and then have comparatively long influences. In general,
with comparison to researches on Foreign Literature, Chinese Literature in Taiwan is relatively closed
and independent and has little interaction with other disciplines except Philosophy, History and itself.
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