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Abstract

The Lingnan University in this article is the Guangzhou Lingnan University, whose forerunner
was a Christian College built in 1888 and which ceased operations and was largely absorbed into the
Guangzhou Sun Yat-Sen University in 1952. The Chinese rare books of the former Lingnan University
Library were by and large merged into the current Sun Yat-Sen University Library and have become
a major constituent of its rare books collections. This article analyzes the quantity, sources, and
characteristics of the Chinese rare books and shows how the collection development supported the
education and research purposes. Lingnan University Library had 174 kinds of Chinese rare books
before the Second Sino-Japanese War. It comprised prodominantly Zhao Zeng’s collections and the
donations of Gantang Xu, Zongzhou Pan, Shaozhen Xu, Hanchen Gan. The Library of Congress of the
United States had influenced the collection of local records in Lingnan. The prominent characteristics
of the existing collection included the following: (1) it comprises a large quantity of prints and
manuscripts of the Ming dynasty; (2) particularly, it highlights the historical and literary records of the
Ming; (3) geographically it emphasizes Guangdong records.

Keywords: Chinese Rare Books; Local Records of Guangdong Province; Documents on Guangdong
Province; Collection Developing; Lingnan University Library
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A Study of the Chinese Rare Books in Lingnan University Library
Yi Chow'

Extended Abstract

1 Introduction

The former Lingnan University in
Guangzhou (FJI), China, was one of the 13
Chinese Christian universities in the 1930s.
Its precedent was the Christian College in
China founded by American missionaries in
1888. In 1927, the administration was taken
over by the Chinese Christians and the college
was transformed into the private Lingnan
University. In 1952, the University was further
merged with the other three universities in
Guangzhou and formed the current Sun Yat-
Sen University.

The former Lingnan University Library
was established in 1906. Its early collection
was predominantly English books. Not until
1919 did it establish the Chinese collection

department. The library collection expanded

as the university developed. By the eve of the
second Sino-Japanese war, the collection was
ranked as the fifth largest among the Chinese
universities. Following the 1952 merger of
Sun Yat-Sen University, the former Lingnan
University library collection was also split
and absorbed into different universities.
Among which, the current Sun Yat-Sen
University inherited the famous Chinese rare
books collection. This paper researches on
the quantity, origins of the collection titles,
and features of the late Lingnan University’s

Chinese rare books collection.

2 The Quantity of the Chinese
Rare Books

This paper focuses on the conditions of

the collection before the Second Sino-Japanese
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War. Firstly, most of the Chinese rare books
in the collection were acquired before the war.
Secondly, during the war years of 1937 to 1952
when the university ceased operation, the rare
books collection suffered from damages and
loss. The merger of Sun Yat-Sen University
and the subsequent collection relocation
furthered complicated the auditing problems
of the previous collections. Therefore,
the wartime changes of the collection are
complicated and beyond the scope of this
paper. The wartime collection history awaits
future research.

According to a 1937 annotated catalog of
the library’s rare books holdings (He, 1937, p.1),
the library defined rare books as: 1, publications
and manuscripts produced in the Yuan and
Ming dynasties; 2, rare and well preserved
publications of the Qing dynasty; 3, other
publications and manuscripts in highly limited
availability. By 1937, the collection contained
174 multi-volumed works (11,302 volumes) and

654 single-volumed works.

3 The Origins of the Collection
Titles

A large portion of the rare books
collection were donations by Gantang Xu (& H
3, Zongzhou Pan ((E5%fE), Shaozhen Xu (£&
#H1H), and Hanchen Gan (HE#F2). The library
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also purchased the former collections of two
Cantonese book collectors, Zhao Zeng (% $1)
of Nanhai, and the Wen family of Shunde (/&
B8 L), Guangdong. Zeng’s former collection
constituted a large part of the university
collection. According to the aforementioned
1937 annotated catalog, of the 174 multi-
volumed works in the rare books collection,
70 carried book stamps of Zeng. Below is a

description of significant origins.

3.1 The former collection of Zhao Zeng
During 1935 and 1936, the university
purchased a significant quantity of books
in Zeng’s former collection, which is an
important resource for research in the Ming
dynasty. The Zeng collection was dispersed
during the Opium War, and the majority of the
collection was acquired by Wen family, which
later became part of the Lingnan University

collection.

3.2 The donation of Gantang Xu

Xu was a famous Cantonese book
collector whose collection contained mainly
the Chinese classics including quite a few
books that were the only existing copies in
China. After his pass away, his wife donated his
collection to the university, which included 80
Western books and 1,222 Chinese works (20,057

volumes in total).
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3.3 The donation of Zongzhou Pan

Another book collector who donated
a large quantity of books to the library was
Pan, who was famous for his collection of the
Song dynasty prints. The donation made to the
university included three specific print titles
from the Yuan dynasty and multiple prints from

the Ming and Qing dynasties.

3.4 Other acquisitions

Two other significant donations were made
by collectors Shaozhen Xu and Hanchen Gan.
In addition, a contemporary scholar, Zhaozu
Rong (&E&1H), had systematically collected
and acquired important works of the Ming and

Qing dynasties on behalf of the university.

3.5 The acquisitions of the local history collec-
tion

A focus of the rare books collection was
on local history. In 1937, 27 of the 174 multi-
volumed works in the university’s collection
were local history. By 1940, the university
further added 62 local history works into its
collection and reproduced them into microfilms.
Judging from the archival records consulted
in this study, the majority of the local history
works were from the former collection of Zao
Zeng. The university’s activeness in collecting

local history works and its acquisition strategies
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were significantly influenced by the U.S.
Library of Congress’s Chinese local history

works collecting activities at that time.

3.6 The post-1937 acquisitions from Canton-
ese book collectors

From 1937 to 1952, the library continued
to acquire the dispersed collections from
private book collectors such as those of
Wentian Li (23X H) and Xinfu Xu (fRIE45F).
The acquisitions added valuable Ming dynasty
prints and rare Cantonese literatures into the

library collection.

4. The Features of the Collec-
tion
4.1 A large quantity of prints and manuscrip
of the Mi dynasty
A major feature of the rare books
collection was that it contained a large quantity
of prints and manuscripts of the Ming dynasty.
Of the 174 multi-volumed works, 80 were
Ming prints and 51 were manuscripts, many of
which belonged to the former Zeng collection.
In addition, the collection featured a large
portion of prints from Guangdong including
those produced by private printers and book
collectors. It served as a valuable resource for

the studies of printing in the area.
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4.2 The Ming dynasty literatures

Unlike the other Chinese rare books
collections which often emphasized more
on the Confucius classics and less on the
other types of literatures, the Lingnan
University collection was characterized by
its relatively large proportion of histories
and literatures for historical studies in
the Ming dynasty. The Ming histories
accounted for more than 1/3 of the sub-
collection of history, and half of the literary
works were by Ming authors.

The Ming literatures in the collection were
characterized by diverse content and publication
types, which served as an important resource
for researching the socioeconomic and politico-
cultural conditions of the Ming dynasty. Further,
a lot of works in the collection were extremely
rare at the day due to previous bans by the
Qing emperors. This significantly enhanced the
research value of the collection.

The university’s collection also featured
a large quantity of Ming’s military documents
and literary collections. For examples, the
collection contained works documenting the
famous Ming general Jiguang Qi’s (4
3%) battle experiences and Ming’s military
naval architectures. In terms of the literary
collection, the collection’s rich holdings by
Ming authors distinguished it from the other

rare books collections in China. The Ming
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literatures had previously been neglected in the
Chinese book collecting practices due to a long
de-emphasis of the values of the literatures
as well as a debasement of the Ming literates
in the Chinese literary history. Consequently,
very few library collections contained literary
works by Ming authors. Lingnan University,
at the time of the rare books collection
building, was influenced by a new wave of
historiography which viewed literatures as
historical evidence and collected a significant
amount of Ming works which had become the

only existent copies at the time.

4.3 The Guangdong culture and local records

Traditionally the southern China,
including Guangdong, was relatively neglected
in the Chinese cultural histories. Not until
the mid-Ming dynasty did scholars attend to
Guangdong literatures. During the years of
the Qing emperors of Jiaqing and Daoguang
(ca. 1796-1850), an interest in discovering
and organizing local literatures arose among
the Guangdong intellectuals, and the effort
continued when Qing was succeeded by the
Republic of China. In the period of the
Republic of China, Lingnan University
was at the center of Guangdong culture
research. Such an emphasis on Guangdong
culture also characterized the rare books

collection.
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When the library started to build a
Chinese collection in 1919, it also began to
focus on collecting local records of Guangdong
to support the university’s teaching and research
in agricultures. Prior to the Second Sino-
Japanese War, the library owned 105 different
local records of Guangdong that covered more
than 70 counties in the province (Li > 1937 >
p-253-254), which was the fourth largest library
collection on the subject matter. In 1940, the
Lingnan University in Hong Kong began to
reproduce the local records into microfilms,
89 of which were local records of Guangdong
produced in Ming and Qing dynasties. However,
based on the 1937 annotated catalog, the library
seemed to have lost 8 different local records of
Guangdong during the wartime. The existent
local records in microfilms are now rarely seen
in any other library.

In addition to local records, the university
also collected a significant amount of
Guangdong literatures with topics ranging from
history and geography, ethnicity, intellectual
and sociopolitical conditions, arts, cultures, and
education, industries and trade, defense and
military affairs, and so on. The collection also
contained important works by the influential
Guangdong intellect Xianzhang Chen ([
BkE) and literary works which were either
banned and destroyed in the Qing dynasty

or had long been lost. The library owned
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many unique and the only existent titles in its

collection.

5 Conclusion

The former Lingnan University’s library
collection was strongly influenced by its
goals in supporting local research interests
and teaching needs. The building of the
library’s Chinese collections witnessed the
transformation of the university from a religious
and foreign establishment into a vernacular and
Chinese people administered institution. The
university employed the Cantonese language
in its teaching and research and the library
also adopted a Guangdong-centered approach
to develop its collection. Consequently, the
library was able to build a unique and valuable
collection that characterized the cultures and

development of the southern China.
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