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A Survey of the Principal Works Published by Peking Lazarist
Mission Press during 1931-1951
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Abstract

In contrast to the renowned Peking Pei — T ang Library, Peking Lazarist Mission Press (or Pei T’
ang Press) has received so little attention that it almost fades into oblivion. Founded and Backed by
the French Lazaristes in 1864, Pei T ang Press, surviving the rejection of Christianity in the late Qing
dynasty and the turmoil in the early Republic of China, emerged as the most influential publisher in
the modern locality of Peking, only to be submerged by the radical changes after 1949, thus winding
up its eventful existence of 90 years in 1956. As a follow — up to Catalogue des principaux ouvra-
ges sortis des presses des Lazaristes a° Pe’kin de 1864 a> 1930 by Joseph van den Brandt, this study
aimes to reconstuct the printing events of Pei T’ang Press during the period of 1931 — 1951. Annales de
la Congrégation de la Mission and Le Bulletin Catholique de Pekin are heavily drawn on and, whenever
possible, the physical items or the microfilms are carefully consulted. Selective interviews with the sur-
ving employees of the Press also bears testimony to this important period in the history of Pei Tang Press.
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Pétang, In-8, viii-717 pages. Nombreuses
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gole), Editée par Mgr Schotte Vic. Ap. de
Nighia. Peiping, Deux vo. in-8, de vi-74 et
ii-48 pages, 25 X 16cm. VIII

M. Médard, Le Choei king tchou et ’ancienne
géographie indochinoise, Introdction aux
notes de A. J. H. Charignon. Peiping, Un
vol. in-8, de viii-90 pages, Un portrait,

trois cartes. XII

M. Médard, A propos des Voyages aventureux
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Charignon; recueillies et complétées, Pé-
kin: Imprimerie des Lazaristes, xvii-417
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Maurice Adam, Yuen Ming Yuen, I’ceuvre ar-

chitecturale des anciens Jésuites au xviii’
siécle, Peiping, Un vol. de xii-44 pages et
36 planches, 30 X21cm, avec de nombreux
plans et dessins, un essal de perspective en

trois couleurs d’apers un dessin chinois. /X

Louis Kervijin, La bénédiction sacerdotale.

Etude scripturaire, liturgique et pastorale,
sur le pouvoir de la bénédiction dans 1’
Eglise, Peiping, Un vol. in-16, de vi-208
pages, 21 X 14cm. IV

Dr Rudolf Loventhal, La presse catholique

en Chine, Peiping, Un vol. in-8, de 48
pages. VII



Joseph Van de Brandt, Les Lazaristes en Chine,
1697 — 1935. Notes biographiques re-
cueillies et mises a jour, Peiping, Un. vol.

in-8, viii-321 pages, 25X 16.5cm. 11

Joseph Van de Brandt, Les événements du Kiang
— si. La mort de M. Antoine Canduglia,
missionnaire lazariste (juin — septembre
1907), Peiping, imprimerie des Lazaristes,

16 pages. 111

A. Duvigneau, Saint Thomas a — t — il porté I’
évangile jusqu’en Chine ? Peiping, Un

vol. in-8, de 65 pages. IV

A. Duvigneau, Les Sinim d’Isaie seraient — ils
les Chinois? Péping, Un vol. in-16, de
viii-65 pages. IV

H. Bernard, Ricciana, mélanges historiques,

Peiping, Un vol. in-8, de iv-64 pages. III

Seminarium regionale (chala): Quaestiones de
ordinibus, Peiping: Typis Lazaristarum, 39

pages, 19 cm. Il

Vicariat Apostoique de Pékin: état de la Mis-
smin du ler juillet 1935 au 30 juin 1936,
Péking, In-4, 208 pages. VII

Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-
merie des lazaristes, v.23, n0.269-280, 696
pages. VII
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Antoine Mostaert, Textes oraux Ordos recueillis

et publiés avec introdution, notes morphol
ogiques, commentaire et glossaire, Pei-
ping, Un vol. in-4, de 1xx-768 pages, 28 X
23cm. VII

A. B. Duvigneau, Théodoric Pedrini, Prétre de

la Mission, Protonotaire Apostolique, Mu-
sicien de la Cour impérial (1670 — 1746),
Peiping, Un vol. in-16, de iv-59 pages. II

P. Bornet, Anciennes Missions et Anciens Mis-

sionnaires. Notes sur I’ évangélisation
du Tche - li et de la Tartarie aux XVII® et
XVIII® siécles et Notes sur I’origine de
quelques chrétientés du Tche — li et la Tar-
tarie aux XVII® et XVIII® siécles, Pékin,
Un vol. in-16, de vi-168 pages. 111

Alfred Koehn, Japanese tray landscapes, Pe-

king, Lotus Court Publications, 52 pages,
illus, 27 X 19cm. XII

Jos. Mullie, The Structural Principles of the

Chinese Language: An Introduction To the
Spoken Language (Northern Pekingese
Dialect), Vols. II and III, Translated from
the Flemish by A. Omer Versichel. Col-
lection Internationale de Monographies
Linguistiques— Anthropos — Tome V & V1.
Pei-p’ing: Pei-t’ing Lazarist Press, 696
pages, 10 X7cm. VIII

R. J. Flament, Aditus ad studium sacrae scriptu-

rae: historia filiorum israel inserta, Pe-
kini: Typographia Lazaristarum, viii-437

pages, 23cm. IV

Elementa prosodiae latinae et carmina selecta

e diversis auctoribus: ad usum seminario-
rum, Altera editio, Pekini: Typis Lazarista-

rum, vi-73pages, 19 X 13cm. V

Studium Quotidianum De Imitatione Christi, ab

I1L. et Exc. Fr. Ceelestino Ybanez, O. F. M.,
concinnatum et Missionali Clero in Sinis
dedicatum. Imprimerte des Lazaristes, au
Pei-t’ang, Pei-Peing, In-32 de xviii-143
pages. IV

Vicariat Apostolique de Pékin: état de la Mis-

sion du ler juillt 1936 au 30 juin 1937,
208 pages, 28.5X22.5cm. VII

Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-

merie des lazaristes, v.24, n0.281-292, 688
pages. VIl
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A. Duvigneau, Les Sinim d’Isaie seraient —
ils les Chinois? Pékin. Un vol. in-16, de

viii-70 pages. IV

A. Duvigneau, Prétre Jean: légende ou histoi-
re? Pékin: Imprimerie des Lazaristes, 76

pages, ill., 24 cm. 1V
A. Duvigneau, Frere Charles Paris, Pékin, 12 pages. 11

Joseph Van den Brandt, Mgr Pires Pereira, Pé-
kin, 13 pages. II

167

¥ E4E1931 E19514E TP Z H &
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Hachiti, Victor Dagouassat, prétre de la mis-
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Pékin: Imprimerie des Lazaristes, viii-126

pages, 22 X 14cm. 11

Canisinus van de Ven & R. P. Pacificus Bong,
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het Hakka — dialect, Manuel pour I’ étude
pratique du dialecte Hakka, Pékin: Druk-
kerij der Lazaristen, Vol. Grand in-8, de

xxi-250 pages. VIII
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pages. VIl
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la Mission (Ohain 1754 — Pékin 1801),
Pékin, 60 pages. 11

Alphonse Hubrecht, La Mission de Péking et
les Lazaristes, Péking, Un vol. in-§8, de

xliv-382 pages. 23 ill., 23 cm. 11

Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-
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Alfred Koehn, Symbolisme des fleurs au Japon, Pé-
king, Un vol. in-8, de 50 pages. Ilustré. XI1

Joseph Van den Brandt, Lettres du Bx Jean —
Gabriel Perboyre, Prétre de la Mission.
Pékin, Un vol. in-8, de x-300 pages, 22.5x
l4cm. 11

R. Barfucci, Le Bx Jean — Gabriel Perboyre et
la chrétienté de Tchayuenkow au cente-
naire de son Martyre 1840-1940, Pékin,
Un vol. in-8, de ii-93 pages. 111

Hubert Verhaeren, L’ancienne bibliothéque du

Pétang, Peiping: Lazaristes, 22 pages. X

J. Leyssen, Formatio Cleri in Mongolia, Impri-
merie des Lazaristes, au Pét’ang. Pékin,
Un Vol, de 154 pages, 150 illustrations, 24
X15.5cm. vII

Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-
merie des lazaristes, v.27, n0.317-328, 696

pages. VII
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Peking: Lazarist Press, In-8, 174 pages. Il

Willem A. Grootaers, Aanvullingen en Verbe-
teringen op de Proeve eener Bibligraphie
van de Missionarissen van Scheut, in

collaboration with D. Van Coillie, Pekin:
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Drukkerij der Lazaristen, 116-135 pages,
24cm. X

Librairie des Lazaristes, Pékin: catalogue, Pé-
kin: Impr. des Lazaristes, 67 pages, 20 cm,

Includes index. X

Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-
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A. Duvigneau, Jean de Monte — Corvino et les
Franciscains (Le Catholicisme en Chine
au Moyen — Age), Pékin, Un vol. in-8, de
ix-318 pages, ill., 24 cm. 1II

Joseph van den Brandt, Le clergé chinois du
diocése de Pékin et du Tche — li Nord
Jjusqu’a 1900: essai de notices biographi-
ques, Pékin: Imprimerie des Lazaristes, 44

pages, 24cm. Il

J. de Viene, Compendium Historiae Ecclesiati-
cae (editio quarta), Pékin: Imprimerie des
Lazaristes, au Pét’ang, Vol. de xviii-517

pages, 22 X 14cm. III
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Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin, Un vol.
in-8, v.30, n0.353-364, 720 pages. VII
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par le Centre Franco — chinois d’ études
sinologiques. Pékin, Un vol. in-8, de
xii-74 pages.
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pages, Illustrations, 23 cm. XIV
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Le Bulletin Catholique de Pékin, Pékin: Impri-
merie des lazaristes, v.31, n0.365-376,

628 pages. VII
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Willem A. Grootaers, Fragments bouddhi-
ques.(1. Ser)., Apologétique et Dévotion,
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Paul Bornet, Au service de la Chine: schall et
verbiest maitres fondeurs, Pekin: Imprime-
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Peiping: Lazaristes, sér.1, 157 pages, 23

cm. X

Catalogue of the Pei-T'ang Library (Latin Sec-
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languages), Peking: Lazarist Mission
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Mission Press during 1931-1951
Chiang Lei'

Extended Abstract

1. An Introduction of the Peking
Lazarist Mission Press

The Peking Lazarist Mission Press (known
as the Pei T’ang Press in Chinese) was the first
modern printing office in Beijing, China. The
Press was founded in 1864 by the Church of
the Saviour, Beijing, which was established in
1703. During its early operation, the Press was
capable of metal typesetting in 21 languages,
including Mandarin Chinese, Japanese,
Manchu, Mongolian, Sanskrit, Tibetan, French,
English, Greek, Latin, Hebrew, Syrian, Hakka,
Malay, etc. In 1949, the Press was independent
from the church, and its core business turned
from typeset printing to book binding and book
repair for libraries; printing was extremely

rare during this period. In 1956, the Press was

absorbed into public sector. The descendent of
the Press after decades of re-organization
and name changes is the current Jinghua
Printing Factory of the nation-owned
Beijing Printing Group.

During its long history, the Press was
also known as the Typographia Lazaristarum
(Pekini), Ex typ. Lazaristarum (Pekini),
Imprimerie des Lazaristes (Pékin), Lazarist
Press (Peking), Pei T’ang Press, or Drukkerij
der Lazaristen (Peip’ing) in the Western
literatures. This study consulted historical
and bibliographic resources to trace the
publishing activities of the Press and compiled
a bibliography of the Pei T ang Press during
1931 to 1951 for those interested in the modern

Chinese printing history.
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2. A Typology of the Publications
of the Press

The Press printed both the Lazarist
and secular works. The Chinese Lazarist
publications printed by the Press often carried
a permission proof of the concurrent bishops
of the Peking Parish, such as those of the
Bishop Pierre-Marie-Alphonse FavierStanislas
(1837-1905), Jarlin C.M. (1905-1933), Paul
Montaigne C.M. (1933-1946), Tien Ken-Sin
S.V.D. (1946-1948). The permission proofs
became an important evidence for this study to
identify works printed by Pei T ang Press.

According to Chinese bibliographer
Mingda Yao (1938), the Pei T ang Press
differentiated 23 publication types in its
publication catalogs. But the catalogs are no
longer available today to ascertain the typology.
This study thus categorized the publications
into 14 types. Based on the historical resources
examined by this researcher, during the two
decades of 1931-1951, the Press had released
184 publications which accounted for 237
printings (see Table 1).

The 14 types of the Pei T"ang publications were:
I. The Catholic doctrines. This publication

type accounted for a large proportion of

the publications. The printing of such
works was to support the missionary needs

in the contemporary Beijing, Mongolia,

183

I1.

I11.

IV.

VL

VIIL

and Henan.

The biographies of the Catholic saints
and missionaries

The histories and records of Roman
Catholicism in China. This publication
type included books that are compilations
of primary sources such as the
correspondences of the early foreign
missionaries in the Ming and Qing
dynasties and the biographical directories
and missionary activity records.

Bible studies and theological/
spiritual works

Creeds, hymns, and other promeotional
publications for preaching

Lessons and guidelines for church
members, monasteries, and parishes
Statistics and continuous publications
of the Beijing Parish. This type of
publications included official reports
and statistics of the Chinese parish
administration, most of which were
periodical publications. Well-known
publications of this type included the
<Beijing Gongjiao Yuekan> (literally The
Monthly Gazette of the Beijing Roman
Catholicism) and Les Missions de Chine
et du Japon, both important historical
resources for studying the development of

Catholicism in China.
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Table 1. The 1931-1951 Statistics of the Pei T’ang Press Publications

I n m I1v VvV VI vl VvliII IX X XI XII XII XIV Sum

1931 4 2 0 0 1 0 3 6 1 0 0 0 0 1 18
1932 7 1 1 0 1 1 2 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 18
1933 8 4 | 0 2 4 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 1 25
1934 6 0 3 0 3 1 2 0 0 1 1 2 0 0 19
1935 3 2 1 0 2 0 3 1 1 0 1 2 0 3 19
1936 5 0 4 3 0 1 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 18
1937 2 1 1 2 1 1 2 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 15
1938 3 3 0 3 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 12
1939 1 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 7
1940 0 1 3 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 10
1941 2 0 1 0 0 2 1 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 10
1942 3 1 3 0 2 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 14
1943 0 1 1 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 10
1944 0 0 2 0 0 1 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 7
1945 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 6
1946 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 5
1947 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 6
1948 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 6
1949 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 5
1950 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 3
1951 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 4
Total 33 16 24 12 13 12 6 21 3 5 3 8 15 7

Note. A few titles were reprint or periodic/serial publications. Reprints were not counted in this table. Each
periodical publication was counted as one single publication. One periodical publication, i.e. <Fawen
Yenjou> (the French Studies), was published consecutively by two publishers and was thus counted
twice in this study. But in fact, this table represents the statistics of 184 different publications.
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VIII. Language studies (textbooks, dictionaries,

IX.

XL

bilingual readers, research works).
This type of publications was to support
the language training of the Chinese and
foreign missionaries. It includes language
training materials in Latin, French,
Chinese, Mongolian, Hakka, and Chinese
northern dialects.

The travel notes and literary works of
the early foreign missionaries

The catalogs of the Library of the Church
of the Saviour, Beijing. One of the important
catalogs in this category is the <Pei T’ang
Tushuguan Xiwen Shanben Shumu> (The
Catalog of the Western Rare Books in the
Church of the Saviour Library, Beijing).
It documented and annotated 4101 titles
(5133 volumes) housed in the library.

The translations of Chinese and Foreign
classics. Most of the publications in
this category were the translation of
the Chinese and French literary works,
including the selective translation of
French classics and the biographies and
book reviews of the French literatures.
Chinese poetry was a particularly
prominent genre that got translated into
French; other translated classics included
the Dream of the Red Chamber and the

Romance of the Three Kingdoms.
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XII. East Asian Studies. Most publications
in this study were the Chinese and Indian
geography research by the early foreign
missionaries.

XIII. The 1941-1953 publications of the
Centre Franco-Chinois d'Etudes
Sinologiques

XIV. Others. Publications that did not fit into
the aforementioned categories, e.g., books

on the Western histories, democracy.

3. The User Guide of the Bibliog-
raphy compiled by this Study

Based on the research, this study compiled

a chronological bibliography of the Pei T ang
Press publications between 1931 and 1951. The
user guide of the bibliography is as follow.

(1) In regards to the Chinese publications

A. The first section of each entry shows
the author/editor/compiler, nationality,
publication title, translators, the Press
signature. Some entries may carry
specific publishing dates.

B. The second section of each entry shows
the volume number, total pagination,
and size of the publication.

- Pagination: for regular books,
the actual pagination printed on
the books was used; for thread-
bound books, the pagination was

multiplied twice.
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- Size: described in the format
of “book height x width” ; if
an entry carries only height, it
means the researcher had not
seen the actual book and used the
information from library catalogs
or microfilms instead.

C. The third section (optional): the
permission proof of the concurrent
bishops (entries for secular
publications do not have this section).

D. The fourth section: annotation of the work.

(2) In regards to the foreign language publi-
cations: each entry shows the author/edi-
tor/compiler, publication title, translators,
the Press signature, pagination, and size.

(3) The subject category (14 types) of each
publication was marked by Roman num-

bers in italics.
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