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Abstract

A bibliographic annotation (riyaotz2) is a brief description of the author and content of a book
as well as a comment on, or a critique of, the book. The Siku Quanshu Zongmu (VYEEZEHH) has
long been viewed as a model of the traditional Chinese annotated bibliography and its bibliographic
annotations have been praised by many scholars. It is suggested that these annotations can be used as
examples for learning how to write bibliographic annotations.

The compilation of the Siku Quanshu Zongmu went through three stages: (1) individual draft
annotations (43%48) written by various scholars, (2) front annotations (EriHE%) revised and
modified by the officials of the Siku Quanshu Project, and (3) finalized annotations (REHFEEL)
mainly edited and compiled by Ji Yun (#CF5). Initially, the Siku Quanshu had seven written copies and
there were seven sets of front annotations. They were housed separately in the seven chambers that
Qianlong Emperor (#Zf%, r. 1736-1795) built to store the Siku Quanshu. Currently, only three of the
seven sets are intact and extant, including Wenyuange (CSCiHilR), Wensuge (CSCifli), and Wenjinge (
SR, This study attempts to conduct a collation project of the three versions of front annotations.
We chose 365 pieces of front annotations from the aforementioned three sets, respectively. The results
corroborate that there exist variations and differences among the three sets of front annotations. This
paper presents three examples to illustrate how the collation task was done. Since these annotations
were transcribed manually, it is quite common to notice that the three sets might use variant forms for
the same character. The descriptions of author, title, or number of volumes might be different as well.
In particular, the annotation for the same book might be different slightly or significantly among the
three sets. This paper is a summary report of the preliminary findings of the collation task.

Keywords: Siku Quanshu; Siku Quanshu Zongmu; Tiyao; Bibliographic Annotation; Wenyuange;
Wensuge; Wenjinge; Text Collation

Extended Abstract

The Siku Quanshu Zongmu (VYEEEEE,
hereinafter referred to as Siku General Catalog) is
one of the classic works of Chinese bibliographies.
It contains bibliographic annotations (fiyao F222)
of more than ten thousand Chinese books written
or compiled before the 18th century. The Siku
General Catalog has long been viewed as a model

of the traditional Chinese annotated bibliography

and its bibliographic annotations have been
praised by many scholars. It is suggested that
these annotations can be used as examples for
learning how to write bibliographic annotations,
which is an essential element of the traditional
Chinese bibliography.

The compilation of the Siku General Catalog
went through three stages. First, the books

Note. This extended English abstract is supplied by the author.
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collected for the Siku Quanshu Project were
distributed to various scholars for review and
evaluation. For each book, a brief comment or
summary was written by the assigned scholar.
It was called draft annotation or individual
draft (57%¥F5). These draft annotations were
collected and submitted to the chief officials
of the Project for further scrutiny and editing.
If a book was selected to be transcribed a copy (
F$%) in the Siku Quanshu, a revised, modified,
and enhanced version of annotation would be
created for the book. The revised annotation then
was placed in the front area of the corresponding
book. The annotation was written to be read
in conjunction with the work itself. So, it was
called front annotation, or original annotation, or
within-the-book-annotation, or before-the-book-
annotation (ERjEEHE). Third, these separate front
annotations were collected and assembled. In
addition, the comments or summaries for those
titles that were not copied in the Siku Quanshu
but judged worthy of mention would be pulled
together as well. They were called descriptive
entries ({#H) in the Siku General Catalog later.
These two kinds of annotations were revised, and
modified (or even re-written), mainly edited and
compiled by Ji Yun (#CH2)), to comprise the final
product, the Siku General Catalog.

Initially, the Siku Quanshu had seven written
copies and, therefore, there were seven versions
of front annotations. They were housed in the
chambers that Qianlong Emperor (§ZF%, r. 1736-
1795) built to place the seven sets of the Siku
Quanshu, respectively. Because the compilations
of the Siku Quanshu and Siku General Catalog
were a long process which lasts for more than

20 years, there was a lot of editing, revising,
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Extended Abstract

rewriting, collating, formatting, and book replacing
during the continuing process. As a result,
variations and discrepancies did exist among
these front annotations. Some scholars suggested
that we should conduct studies to investigate
and compare the variations, inconsistencies, and
differences among them. It should be worthwhile
to conduct a more systematic collation task to
explore the issue.

It is the attempt of this study to carry out a
collation project to investigate the variations
among the various front annotations. The goal of
the project is to compare the front annotations of
Wenyuange (SCJR) with the front annotations
of Wensuge (CZifiFd) and Wenjinge (SCEEE]).
It is hoped that the experience and skills gained
from this preliminary task will guide the author
to complete a collated version of the entire front
annotations of Wenyuange Siku Quanshu (SZJPE
VYA RE SRR

As mentioned earlier, there were seven
versions of front annotations. After so many years,
only three of the seven sets are intact and extant,
including Wenyuange, Wensuge, and Wenjinge.
We chose 365 pieces of front annotations from
the aforementioned three sets, respectively. The
results corroborate that there exist variations
and differences among the three sets of front
annotations. Only 5 of the 365 (1.4%) pieces of
front annotations were found identical. This paper
presents three collation examples to illustrate how
the collation task was conducted. The findings of
this collation project are briefly listed as follows.
1. For each front annotation, a submission date

was marked at the end of its text. Since the
seven sets of Siku Quanshu were prepared

and compiled at different time period, the



Journal of Library and Information Studies 13:1 (June 2015)

different version front annotation for the same
book might have different submission date.
In general, the pattern shows that Wenyuange
would be the earliest, then Wensuge, and
followed by Wenjinge. However, it may not be
always the case. Sometimes, either Wensuge or
Wenjinge might be the earliest. Occasionally,
the three sets of front annotation for the same
book were completed in the same year.

. Even though the case is rare, there were five
books which did not contain front annotations,
including Yuelii Quanshu G&E2E), Qinding
Nanxun Shendian ($ERTKESEL), Qinding Baqi
Tongzhi ($E/\IHHEE), Xingli Daquanshan
(HEEREE), and Yuding Quantangshi (fI5E 4
JEFT).

. In one case, the book included in Wenjinge was
different from the one included in Wenyuange
and Wensuge. The title is identical (i.e., Beishan
Ji Jt1L%E), but the authors are different.

.Occasionally, it can be seen that some title
entries were recorded inconsistently. For most
cases, only the book title was used as the
heading of its bibliographic entry. Nonetheless,
it can be seen that some entries also include the
number of volumes (Z#{) of the book.

.Since these annotations were transcribed
manually, it is quite common to notice that the
three sets might use variant forms for the same
character, such as 758, B, &3E, T, 1EEE,
98 and the like.

.Minor errors or typos did exist among the
three sets of front annotations. For example,
for the book Yirong (%38), both Wensuge
and Wenjinge versions said that the book was
transcribed from the copy of “Huletang (%

#eit)”, but Wenyuange said that it was from
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“Jingletang (FF4%)”. The latter was an error.

For the book Junzhai Dushuzhi (BFEEEEE),
Wenyuange and Wensuge versions said that
its editor was “Yao Ying Ji (WkFERSE)”, but
Wenjinge incorrectly listed as “Yao Ying Xue

(WeERS).

. The descriptions of authors might be different.

For example, for the entry Wenyi Ji (C5E),
Wenyuange version said that the author was
once prompted to the Counselor of Jiangxi
District (JL.PE2:5#%), but the position mentioned
by Wensuge and Wenjinge versions was the
Counselor of Guangxi District (BEPEZ:55%).
Also, Wenyuange and Wensuge versions said
that this work was compiled by Luo Hong Xian
(4E1ks) and the author’s brother’s grandson
Xie Xiang (f#£H), but the name of the grandson
recorded by Wenjinge version was Xie Tong
(f#hi) . Besides, Wenyuange version listed
another edition of the work and said that it was
supplemented by the ten generation descendant of
the author (+{H£%). But, according to Wensuge
and Wenjinge versions, the editor was the fourteen
generation descendant of the author (VU {H£R).

. The recorded number of volumes of a book

might be different. For example, for the entry
Qiantang Ji (§51#%E), the number of volumes
recorded by Wenyuange version was 14, but
it was 12 based on Wensuge and Wenjinge
versions. For the title Qingyang Ji (B1%%E),
the number of volumes recorded by Wenyuange
and Wensuge versions was 6, but it was 4 in

Wenjinge version.

. The descriptions of title might be different. For

example, Wenyuange version listed the title Zhouyi
Jingzhuan Xunxie (B Z#&EFf#) as its entry,
but the title used by Wensuge and Wenjinge
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versions was Zhouyi Guayao Jingzhuan Xunxie
(B ENZ & EFE) . Another example is
Jinxiu Wanhuagu (S48 64), which was
the title listed in Wenyuange version. But,
the same work was listed as Wanhuagu Ji
(E{E7%5E) in Wensuge and Wenjinge versions.
10. The annotation for the same book might be
different slightly or significantly among the
three sets. Some of them are quite critical.
For example, the front annotations of Hanshu
(#EF), Jinshu (FF), Suishu (F§FH),
Tangshu (JEZ), and Songshi (%) found
in Wenyuange version were completely
different from those presented in Wensuge
and Wenjinge versions. When variations
or differences are detected, usually it is
the case that the front annotation found in
Wenyuange version is different from the
annotation given in Wensuge and Wenjinge
versions (for example, Liujing Aolun
(NHEBLE), Linquan Kaozhi Ji (MIREEER),
etc.). However, sometimes the front
annotations given by Wenyuange and Wensuge
are similar, but the one found in Wenjinge
is different (for example, Shiwu Jiyuan
(FHYIHCIR), Huailutang Ji (1BEELE), etc)).
Or Wenyuange and Wenjinge might present
similar front annotations, but Wensuge version
is different (for example, Yirong (i), Qinzhi
Z5), etc.). Or, the three versions for the
same book might be varied slightly or
significantly (for example, Yili Shigong
(RRIREE), Lunyu Bixie it SEf#), etc).
In sum, for the current collation project,
we chose 365 pieces of front annotations from
Wenyuange, Wensuge, and Wenjinge, respectively.

The results show that there exist variations,
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discrepancies, and differences among the three
sets of front annotations. It is quite common to
notice that the three sets might use variant forms
for the same character. The descriptions of author,
title, or number of volumes might be different as
well. In particular, the annotation for the same
book might be different slightly or significantly
among the three sets. The paper presents some
preliminary thoughts to explain why these
differences occurred. However, more thorough
and insightful explanations to clarify and expound

the variations are needed.
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