B 2 % AT F135524  (2015.12) H29-66
doi:10.6182/jlis.2015.13(2).029

WAL Y bl /5 i i e o S 58—
PR RS R 5 5l

The Book Collecting Activities of the Local Governments in
the Jiangxi District during the Ming Dynasty: Focusing on the
Collections of Ruxues, the Government-founded Schools
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Abstract

In the Chinese history, Ming dynasty is an era when book collection activities flourished. The
intensity and achievement of book collecting by governments far exceeded the previous eras and
arrived at the peak. The emperors’ emphasis on education and the widespread of ruxues, government-
founded schools, had contributed to the development of official book collections all over the country.
At that time, the Jiangxi province was the third largest source of government officials and bureaucrats.
The cultural intensity in Jiangxi was of great historical significance. However, the book collecting
activities in that region and their relations to the flourishing intellectual traditions and achievements
were hardly studied in existing literatures. Hence, this paper carefully examined the cultural
phenomenon in that locality based on historical materials in order to bridge the gap. The regional and
local book collection history may also shed lights on today’s society in terms of promoting libraries
and book reading.

Keywords: Book Collection; Ruxue; Jiangxi; Local Government; Ming Dynasty

VKRB EE AR
Department of Library and Information Science, Fu Jen Catholic University, New Taipei, Taiwan
E-mail: 080677 @mail .fju.edu.tw

29



Journal of Library and Information Studies 13:2 (December 2015)

Extended Abstract

1. The Politico-cultural Context of
the Book Collecting Activities

The emperors of the Chinese dynasties
usually saw book collecting activities as a means
of effective governance. The book collections
promoted certain political ideologies that stabilized
and sanctioned the authoritarian ruling. The
Confucianism ideologies permeating the book
collections were thus embraced by the upper classes
of the society and were sustained and further
reinforced by the imperial examinations for selecting
government officials. As such, book collecting was a
major responsibility of the local governments in the
ancient China, and those activities carried significant
political and cultural meanings ([Huang], 1998).

The book collecting activities flourished in
the Ming dynasty and the achievements exceeded
any other period in the Chinese history. Due to the
early Ming emperors’ emphasis on education and
the associated book collection building for that
purpose, the local governments were proactive
in building book collections. At the same time,
Jiangxi became the locus of literary cultures
in China ([Tang] & [Ou-Yang], 2005), thereby
stimulating the development of the book industry

and book collecting in the region.

The first emperor of Ming, the Emperor Taizu
Zhu Yuan-Zhang (BAKGHACTCER), firmly believed
in the efficacy of Chen-Zhu School (F2RHEEE), a
branch of Confucianism thoughts, in consolidating
his political authority and re-stabilizing the
social order at the beginning of the new dynasty.
He founded numerous schools in the country to
popularize education, cultivate future bureaucrats,
as well as to tame the social forces that may
threaten his authoritarian ruling ([Wan], 1994). As
a result, book collecting activities accompanied
the burgeoning of ruxues (f&£), the government-
founded official schools ([Wen], 1999). The
Emperor Taizu devoted great effort in reviving the
book collections over the land that were seriously
damaged in the wars against the previous dynasty.
His successors inherited his emphasis on book
collecting and continued to promote the society-

stabilizing official education.

2. The Book Collections of the Ruxues

The regional governments at different levels,
ranging from the top level of province (T
) to the lower levels of prefecture (Jff), state
(M), and county (#f), were all charged with the

responsibility to manage ruxues. The authority

Note. This extended English abstract is supplied by the JLIS editors and approved by the author.

To cite this article in APA format: Chen, K.-C. (2015). The book collecting activities of the local
governments in the Jiangxi district during the Ming dynasty: Focusing on the collections of
Ruxues, the government-founded schools. Journal of Library and Information Studies, 13(2), 29-
66. doi: 10.6182/j1is.2015.13(2).029 [Text in Chinese].

To cite this article in Chicago format: Kuan-Chih Chen. “The book collecting activities of the
local governments in the Jiangxi district during the Ming dynasty: Focusing on the collections of
Ruxues, the government-founded schools.” Journal of Library and Information Studies 13 no. 2
(2015): 29-66. doi: 10.6182/jlis.2015.13(2).029 [Text in Chinese].

30



of the official education system were highly
concentrated in Tixueguan (¥22'E, the Minster of
Education), a position located in the Censorate (#f
2¢Pt) of the central government. The Tixueguan
had great power over the governance of ruxues
statewide. The magistrates, prefects, and heads
of counties must obeyed the order of the central
authority of Tixueguan and may not interfered
in the operations of the ruxues (Zhang, 1988).
Under such a regime, the regional book collecting
activities were carried out by the regional
governments, but the control still lied in the hand
of the central government.

The book collecting activities for the ruxues in
the Jiangxi province were well documented in the
historical record. During the years of Jingtai (5
#%), the Governor General Han Yong (F&3%, 1422-
1478) directed the building of the Bibliotheca (J&
#B4) for the ruxue of the Nanchang prefecture
(F4EJfF) in order to house the books bestowed
from the central government. This marked the
beginning of the governor-directed collection
building activities ([Fei] et al., 1990). Following
that, the succeeding governors became routinely
involved in the building and furnishing the book
collections of ruxues, and it was regarded as an

important task for the regional governments.

3. The Sources of Acquisitions of
the Collections

Three sources of acquisitions for the ruxues’
book collections were identified based on the
historical materials: the government-bestowed
collections, the purchases by the regional

governments, and donations from the gentry.

31

Extended Abstract

3.1 Collections bestowed by the central court

The Ming emperors, from Taizu to his
successors, frequently ordered the central court
to publish books that reinforced their imperial
ruling and bestowed the book collections on the
imperial and vassal states as well as the ruxues or
academies all over the country ([Wang], 1996).
The bestowed collections made by the early
Ming emperors included the Five Classics (i
#&), Four Books (P4&), Shuoyuan (3726), Xinxu
(#1F¢), Nature and Principle (PEFEAZ), and
Five Cardinal (7if@#2Z) ([Huang] et al., 1990).
In addition, the publications by the Imperial
Academy (B T) in Beijing and Nanjing were
also made available regularly to the regional
schools by imperial orders. The book collections
in Jiangxi ruxues had benefited greatly from the
imperial source, and the education and cultures in

the province flourished consequently (Zhou, 2010).

3.2 Collections purchased by the regional
governments

Another major source of acquisitions was the
purchases made by the regional governments.
The funding of such purchases included monetary
donations from the gentry or from the government
fund. Either way, the purchases were made in the
name of the regional governments rather than
the directing officials. This mode of acquisitions
became the pillar of book collections in certain
Jiangxi prefectures, e.g., Guangxin prefecture (&
fE)ff) and Jianchang prefecture (ZEJfF), where
the local officials had put great emphasis on
ruxues (Deng, 1997).
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3.3 Collections donated by the gentry

In most of the prefectures, the book collections
of ruxues contained mostly government-bestowed
publications only. But in certain culturally
active areas, e.g., the Xingcheng () county
and Nancheng (Fg¥%) county of the Jianchang
prefecture and the Ichun (H#) county of the
Yuanchou (32/N) prefecture, the local gentries
also contributed to the collection building in
the form of monetary donations or donations of
personal collections. This greatly enhanced the
quality and quantity of the ruxue collections in

those jurisdictions.

4. The Preservation and Uses of
the Collections

4.1 The preservation and management of the
ruxue collections

The literary gentry in Jiangxi made great
use of the local ruxue collections and were
highly supportive of the collection building and
management ([Zhu] et al., 1990). In most ruxues,
there would be a biblioteca called Zhujingge (Zif&
) or Cishulou (85&#) to house the imperially
bestowed collections ([Xu], 2004). In some
ruxues, stack rooms (&) or storerooms (Ji& =)
were in place for the functions. However, the
size and scale of the book collections varied
among ruxues of the different jurisdictions. In
some ruxues, there were also book collections
housed in the classrooms. The curators of the
collections were often the instructors in those
ruxues, and the daily management duties were
usually assigned to the guards and clerks ([Li],
1995).
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4.2 The uses of the ruxue collections

In most ruxues, the collections were accessible
to the instructors and students. Some books
were allowed to be used outside the biblioteca.
To borrow a book, the borrowers first checked
the catalog to ascertain the availability of that
specific book and fill out the borrowing record.
The guard would note the returning of the book
upon reception. In most of the ruxues, each person
was allowed to borrow one title and no more than
five volumes of it. The circulation practice in
the Ming ruxues was already similar to today’s
library circulation in that it contained cataloging,
bibliographic retrieval, circulation record, and
quantity limit (Cai, 2004). Further, the ruxue
collections were open to most of the pupils and
exam candidates of the government officials,
which produced a significant cultural effect on
the society. Finally, the collections served as a
basis for book re-printing, which contributed
to the wider dissemination and preservation of
knowledge (Xu, 2005).

5. Conclusion

The book collecting activities in China were
one of the world’s most systematic and significant
cultural achievements ([Yao], 2010). In Chinese
book history, government collections and private
collections were two major repertoires of books.
The development of government collections
often echoed the sociopolitical conditions of the
historical periods. In the long imperial history
across numerous dynasties, the government
collections served as the major pillar, supported
by private collections, in retaining the ancient
classics and knowledge of the Chinese civilization
([Yao], 2010). In the Ming dynasty, the central and
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regional governments together had accumulated
a significant quantity of book collections. Those
were regarded as imperial and governmental
properties and were off limit to the general public
except the gentry. However, the gentry constituted
a rather large literary class in the Ming dynasty,
which reflected the cultural and intellectual
fertility of the period ([Zhao], 1995).

Prior to the Five Dynasties (Fiff), the
government collections were concentrated
in the Northern China Plain. However, in the
Ming dynasty, the government collections had
greatly flourished in the southern China. Even
though the quantity of the Northern collections
still outnumbered those of the Southern, the
progression of the Southern China government
collections was still culturally significant.
Especially, the development of ruxues and ruxue
collections in the South had out-performed the
North by then ([Wang], 2003). This has reflected
the distinguishing education and reading practices
in the southern regions. This paper has focused
on the previously rarely studied book collection
history in the Jiangxi province, the third largest
provenance of the Ming officials and bureaucrats. The
regional development had witnessed how education
and book collection building may contribute to the
development of the entire society. This still shed
light on today’s cultural policies and development of
libraries for social advancement.
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