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Abstract

Advocated for the localization of international issues under the voice of meaningful research has
become increasingly high, after 30 years of development, original equipment manufacturer (OEM)
phenomenon as a living localization issues exist. This paper is a systematic review of the bibliometrics,
which is a typical indigenous topic, which can be traced to the interpretation of Chinese scholars and
its unique performance. The study found: (1) The academic community on the local issues - OEM
phenomenon is response, but far from showing a prosperous situation; (2) Intensive units engaged
in OEM research mainly concentrated in the Pearl River Delta and the Yangtze River Delta region
of several key universities, which is with other research topics throughout the country blossom
everywhere in the different characteristics; (3) Collaborative research is the main theme of foundry
research, in the middle-aged scholars and young students in the mode of cooperation, the formation of
“student first” and “professor second” two common modes of cooperation; (4) OEM research results
are distributed in the field of industrial industries, but also covers business management and other
economic management areas; (5) OEM research mainly formed a “global value chain” as the center of
the macro-level expansion of economic research-oriented trends and “OEM enterprises” as the center
of the expansion of business management level of management research-oriented trends; (6) The
academic achievements of OEM research more from the English literature to find the theoretical basis
for research, independent discovery and construction of the foundry “Chinese theory” is more than the
lack of; (7) OEM research, both empirical research and case studies are more deductive way to verify
the Western theory, the lack of a paradigm of the development of local unique theoretical contribution;
(8) The state and central departments funding is an important research model of OEM research, local
government funding for OEM research initiative is not high.

Keywords: China; OEM Phenomenon; Bibliometrics

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

From a global perspective, China is not the
first country producing components for the
end products of companies in other countries.
However, original equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) have been operating in China for more
than 30 years, and the sheer number of them, as

well as the enormous workforce and considerable

capital at their disposal, is so vital to the country
that they have become a characteristically Chinese
issue. Numerous researchers have focused
specifically on topics of global issues, and studies
in humanities and social sciences with topics
of local (or regional) and global relevance are
conducted largely in a contextualized manner

(Tsui, 2004). The Chinese management science
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community has been advocating to focus on local
issues (Tsui, 2007) and develop contextually
meaningful theories.

International journal articles in the field of
humanities and social sciences that are published
in local languages are limited (Chen, Tang,
Wang, & Hsiang, 2015; Diaz-Faes, Bordons, &
van Leeuwen, 2016). In particular, the number
of quantitative studies written in Chinese should
be expanded. To address this literature gap, the
present study conducted a bibliometric analysis of
Chinese-language publications on OEMs in China.

2. Methodology

A bibliometric analysis was conducted on
journal articles, Master’s and doctoral theses,
and academic texts, all of which were written in
Chinese and discuss OEMs. The journal articles
were retrieved from China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI) and the Chinese Social
Sciences Citation Index (CSSCI); the Master’s
and doctoral theses from CNKI; and the academic
books from the National Library of China. Data
searches were conducted using the Chinese
keyword “X " (dai gong or OEM), from
October to November 2016.

Information on the authors of journal articles
was obtained from the first page of each article.
These data comprised the sources of funding as
well as the gender, birthdate, and affiliation of the
authors. The analysis model, methodology, and
data source as described in each journal article
were derived from the statistical data of the article.
Data analysis of past OEM studies was performed
to investigate (1) trend changes in the number
of OEM-related academic articles and texts, (2)

the demographics of the authors of OEM-related
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journal articles, (3) the platforms through which
OEM-related journal articles were published
and the research scale, (4) the core findings of
OEM-related journal articles, (5) the theoretical
frameworks of OEM-related journal articles and
their implications, (6) the analysis models and
methods as described in OEM-related journal
articles, and (7) funding sources as stated in OEM-

related journal articles.

3. Results
The analysis yielded the following findings:

1. The Chinese academic community has studied
domestic OEMs extensively. Various Chinese-
language journal articles, Master’s and doctoral
theses, and academic books devoted to this
topic. However, knowledge on Chinese OEMs
remains limited because all of these works were
published after the manufacturing companies
were established across China.

. Trends in the related publication were consistent
with the geographical distribution of OEMs in
China and its subsequent development. Most
OEM publications were written by authors
who have taught at top-ranked universities in
the Pearl River Delta (PRD) and Yangtze River
Delta (YRD), and they focused on OEMs in
Guangdong, Shanghai, Jiangsu, and Beijing.
Therefore, the geographical distribution of
these studies was smaller than that of other
humanities and social sciences topics.

.OEM studies were mostly conducted in a
collaborative manner and by authors with the
same affiliations. Notably, numerous young
scholars were responsible for most of the
publications in OEM research, and Master’s and

doctoral students accounted for most coauthors
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in OEM studies. Moreover, younger-generation
researchers performed research under the
tutelage of their senior- and middle-generation
counterparts or thesis advisors.

.OEM research in China has spanned
numerous industries (electronics, information
technology, mechatronics, Internet, and textile
manufacturing) and social science disciplines
(economics, trade, finance, marketing,
technology management, branding, and
business administration). Moreover, half of
the OEM-related journal articles focused on
industry development.

.OEM research in China developed into a
macroeconomics research trend that centered
on global value chain (GVC) as well as a
management science research trend that
centered on OEMs.

.Most OEM-related publications cite English-
language references. Economic studies on
OEMs have focused predominantly on the
theories of NVC and GVC governance, whereas
management science studies have focused on
theories of capability. These theories originate
from Western literature. Few theories concerning
OEMs have been formulated in China.

. Analysis models and methods used in OEM
research were mostly qualitative. Empirical and
case studies on OEMs have been increasingly
undertaken and progress has been made.
However, most of these studies have used
deduction to validate OEM-related theories from
Western scholarship, and few have developed
OEM-related theories peculiar to China.

. Funding has become increasingly vital to OEM
research. OEM researchers received funding

largely from the central government, and few
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from local governments (e.g., those of the PRD
and YRD regions)

4. Conclusions and Suggestions

Directions for future OEM research are as
follows: (1) more longitudinal investigations
should be conducted, (2) OEM-related theories
specific to China should be formulated, and (3)
OEM researchers should be allocated additional
funding. Moreover, future OEM researchers can
calculate the number of OEMs in China and their
output value to examine the relationship between
the development of Chinese OEM industries and
the number of OEM-related publications. Future
studies can also investigate whether OEM research
is a characteristically distinctive field of study
or if it shares any similarities with other China-

specific academic topics.
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