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Abstract

Based on enormous firsthand materials as daily, journals, memoirs, newspapers, archives,
bibliographies, and books etc., this article tries to clarify two important contributions concerning Mr.
T. K. Koo, Union Book Store, and Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography. By doing so, the author
tells the story of T. K. Koo: How he had contributed to the cultural exchange and communication
between China and the West through Union Book Store and Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese
Bibliography. In all, this article makes all efforts to explore the history of a faceless librarian of the
National Library of Peiping.
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Extended Abstract

T. K. Koo was a librarian of the National
Peiping Library. In addition, he oversaw the
operation of the Union Book Store and single-
handedly founded the Quarterly Bulletin of
Chinese Bibliography, providing positive, high-
quality services to the academia in China and
abroad. This study used diaries, letters, memoirs,
newspapers, archives, and books to illustrate his

remarkable achievements.

1. Short Biography

Koo was born in Shanghai, China on January
27, 1899. His father, C. L. Koo, was a pastor of
The Episcopal Church, and his brother, T. Z. Koo
(1887-1971), was an eminent student activist
involved with the Chinese Christianity movement.
Both Koo’s father and brother influenced his
life considerably. Koo received a high-quality
education at a young age and was admitted to St.
John’s University after graduating from junior
high school. In 1919, he received his Bachelor of
Arts degree and became an English teacher at the
Nan Kai School. In September 1924, he was hired
by the Reference Department of the Tsinghua
University Library, where he managed the
department’s affairs. In 1928, he found a job at the
Metropolitan Library and subsequently became
a librarian of the National Peiping Library. After
the Sino—Japanese War, Koo, Wang Fang-yu,

and others assumed responsibility for the National
Peiping Library. To ensure continued library
operations, Koo ingratiated himself with the
Collaborationist Chinese Army despite his distaste
for it. After the war, Koo donated numerous pieces
of literature that he had invested substantial time
and energy in collecting (e.g., the Dunhuang
scrolls and the Yongle Encyclopedia) to the
National Peiping Library. On December 17, 1984,
Koo passed away in Beijing.

2. Union Book Store

Koo became a member of the Western Book
Purchase Committee when the new building of
National Peiping Library was inaugurated in 1931.
With the support of Fu Ssu-nien et al., he founded
the Union Book Store, initially serving institutions
such as the National Peiping Library, Tsinghua
University Library, and Yenching University
Library. The main role of the book store was to
purchase Western publications. Most of the money
used to operate the book store was borrowed from
Koo’s brother. Over time, the book store expanded
its operation from merely purchasing Western
publications to selling publications compiled
by Peiping (former name of Beijing) regional
academic institutions to China and abroad,
facilitating bilateral knowledge exchanges.

Foreign clients of the Union Book Store included

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Lei, Q. (2018). T. K. Koo: The founder of the Union Book Store
and the Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography. Journal of Library and Information Studies,
16(1), 141-172. doi: 10.6182/j1is.201806_16(1).141 [Text in Chinese].

To cite this article in Chicago format: Qiang Lei. “T. K. Koo: The founder of the Union Book
Store and the Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography.” Journal of Library and Information
Studies 16,n0. 1 (2018): 141-172. doi: 10.6182/j1is.201806_16(1).141 [Text in Chinese].
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colleges, universities, and research institutes in
Europe and the United States, the biggest of which
were the Library of Congress, the University of
Chicago Library, and the Columbia University
Libraries. These three libraries were all sponsored
by the Rockefeller Foundation and had their
own East Asian research centers. Consequently,
sinology developed successfully and rapidly after
World War II. Scholars such as Ho Ping-ti and
Tsien Tsuen-hsuin all thought highly of the Union
Book Store and attributed its success to the critical
role played by Koo. The author of this paper
believes that prior to 1949, the three major sources
of Chinese books for the United States were 1. V.
Gillis, the Yenching University, and the Union
Book Store. Although Gillis and the Yenching
University were more widely known than the
Union Book Store, their customers were more
homogenous. By contrast, the Union Book Store
served a wider range of customers and provided
more personalized services, making the book store
remarkably memorable.

In addition to purchasing and selling books,
the Union Book Store also published Manchuria
in History: A Summary. This book, which was the
English-language edition of an earlier publication
compiled by Fu Ssu-nien et al., was published
following the Mukden Incident in 1931. The book
was released to refute Japan’s false claim that
Manchuria and Mongolia were not part of China
historically as well as to gain the support of the

Lytton Commission and countries worldwide.

3. Quarterly Bulletin of

Chinese Bibliography

Following the establishment of the Union
Book Store, Koo independently compiled

Extended Abstract

a booklet titled Book News from China. He
sent the booklet to various foreign academic
and cultural institutions to establish a stable
channel for purchasing Western publications and
promoting China’s latest academic publications.
This endeavor shaped the prototype for the
Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography. With
the assistance of individuals such as Raymond
Jameson and Yuan Tung-li, Koo contacted US
academic scholars, such as Arthur William
Hummel and A. K’aiming Ch’iu, whose support
Koo requested. With the joint efforts of these
parties, the Quarterly Bulletin of Chinese
Bibliography received sponsorships from the
Rockefeller Foundation. This accomplishment
ensured its sustainable publication and made
it a critical platform connecting Chinese and
foreign academic circles, fulfilling the objective
that Yuan Tung-li established for the National
Peiping Library —to serve as a channel for
Chinese and foreign publications and a platform
for cultural exchanges.

Unfortunately, the Quarterly Bulletin of
Chinese Bibliography was forced to stop
publishing because of the Marco Polo Bridge
Incident. While running the National Peiping
Library and Union Book Store, Koo single-
handedly compiled Selected Chinese Books,
1933-1937. This publication served as a
crucial basis for the US academic community
to understand Chinese publications in the
1930s and exemplified the achievements
of the National Peiping Library in learning
from US libraries and establishing Chinese

cataloguing standards.
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE CHINESE BOOK
T. K. Koo

The form of the Chinesc book, as we sec it to-day, is of com-
paratively late development. It has undergone a series of changes not
only in form, but also in material; each change represents the advance
of culture. It is proposed here to trace in outline the evolution of the
Chinese book through its various stages.

The printed book in China has a history of more than one
thousand years. It was, in turn, preceded +by some threc thousand
vears of development. When we give the book such a long history, we
are of course, using the word in its wider sense of written record, be
it on bones, bronzes, stone, wood, bamboo, silk, paper or any other
material.

The earliest books that we find still being preserved in China are
archeologic, namely, inscribed bronze vessels and the oracle bones and
shells. Many of these date to the second millenium before the
Christian era. They consist mainly of historical records, from which
scholars have been able to reconstruct the ancient history of China,
confirming in general the traditional story. As the Chinese characters
of that time are very different from those we sce to-day, they can be
deciphered only by specialists.

We are not to suppose that no other material was used for
writing purpose at the dawn of Chinese history. It is highly probable
that bamboo and wood were being used. At amy rate, in the first
millenium before the Christian era, the use of bamboo and wood became
quite common. We have numerous references to the use of these two
materials for books and official documents. The finds of Sir Aurel
Stein, M. Paul Pelliot, and Dr. Sven Hedin in the province of Kansu
and Chinese Turkestan have supplied the museums of Europe with
plenty of specimens, though they all date from the Christian era.
These writing materials came mostly in narrow pieces, but wood was
also available in larger blocks. Of the two, literary references show
that bamboo was the more widely used, although very few specimens of
it have been preserved to-day.

Bl— RBEFRIIRE 2 IEHSI——The Evolution of the Chinese Book
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IN THE CHINESE LEARNED WORLD
The Sino-Swedish Scientific Mission

Tho roturn to Poiping on May 10 of Prof. Philip Yuan, fiold dicector,
‘marked tho end of tho field work of tho Sino.Swedish Scientifio Mission to
Ohinoso Turkéstan, for he was soon followoed the last meveorological party,
The Mission, working in soveral partict, Was fivo yoars in the' field, - though /i
‘most members did not stay shrough the wholo petiod. Hoaded by Prof. Heu i
Ping-Ch'ang on the Chinese side and Dr, Hodin on the Swodish sido, the expodi- ]
tion made rasny discoverics of groat afchacological and “geological. interest.
Soveral hundrod boxes of materials have boon brought to Poiping. In an carlior

numbor of the Book News wo onnouticed a part of ublication plans of
ﬂu Mission in connexion with Mr. Husng Wen.p'i's srchaeologioal finds,
His work on Kao-ch'ang and the volumo of sepulchral clay tablets will soon

be followod by o monograph on_pottery.
about matters of archacological interost.

Prof. Yuen wos engoged largoly in goologioal reconnaissancy work.
Besidos his puroly sciootifiowork, he also collscted many early huran arti-
facta such aé atono orzowhoads, and othor stono and bronzo objocts, potery,

Wo give hore somo further notes

made. Of most interost is & enmplou volum of 75 strij
the Chinose charadter g} (volume) is intended to t9presont Wooden strips i
steung togobhor, but. our suthority for this has boon literary, Tho i

ps. W Jnow

disoovery of o “bound” volumo of woodon MSS' i o very weloome ovent. |
discovered & pen, much like the foroizn writing pen, with |
Dr. Borgmann also made a very large neolithio collsction. H

g of the perty xando a small collootion of siono and
bronzo ob,aeu and soma ansiont postery.

Tho routes traveisod by tho various partios Wero carefully mupped out
on various soales, oll of which will be published. Tho diaciss, or seloctions
from thoss, of soveral membors will also ho published.

Tho scholats ace now ongaged in tho atudy of their finds, Whon tho '
rosults aro published, tho world will bo richer for the new knowlodgo contri
buted by tho firat largs soalo Bino-foroign ccoporative oxpodition.

B 1932%9A » PEEM
1934%3H > (BE&HEFH) X
A~ B SO R AR - B W) Y AR i R Ry
#Z %4 (Raymond Jameson) ~ #fiis+
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MCREIR + FEB A S AL AP
REEEFEVEEA » CRERTHESE
B SCHATFIER G| - BESRAE (RH) (Asia
Major) TIFIT 1932 19334F k53 » 1H1934
FERAELRRHHS (BEST)  SHE 2
RAIZHE R B SCREEZ IR AT - B H
R B85 7 (EEST) ORI
—FR 23w LLa Nouvelle litérature Chinoise
(BRSO E ) ) 5 (ARl Ry~
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N
1 At the last minute it has been found necessary to set this News in
| ten point type, which means less material forom 4 pages.  Only the
7 barest mention of some. important events in the Chinese learned world
can be made here: German learned institutions have made a lng= g-h of
scientific litetature-to the National . Wu-Han University; Drs, Hedin and
Pelliot have arrived in Peiping; Dr. Hu Shih has been elected a cor- -
tesponding member of the Prussian Academy, of the Philosophical &
Historical Section; the Anyang reports of the Academia Sinica have been /
awarded the Julean prize by the = Academie des Inscriptions et Belles-
lettres; the Academia Sinica and Tsing Hua University are cooperating
with the Second Polar +Year Commission of the - International Metero-
logical Orgarization in making high altitude meteorological observations :
. so much for matters with va foreign n?ﬁmm Dr, Li Chi of the
Academia Sinica announced that as a (e- o& the excavations of the fast
{ew years in Honan, our \mwledga of early Chinese. culture had'been
© * advanced, llm!¢ been f ing; nine clay mtua g
of Lo-Has by Yang: Hm chih' of lhe Tang dynasty have been prese:
at Chiao Chih, near Soochow; the new Chinese Society for the Study of
Education held its first annual meeting in Shanghai last ]mulxy the new
building of the Chekiang Provincial Library was completed last fall:
the National Library of Peiping has received, two important deposi
one, a collection of ‘archacological objects, mainl ly rubbing
the othe, the books and maps of the late G, Bouillard,
his nllpl of Papmg and its neighborhood.

: The cream of the treasures in the PalueMuum. have been re-
moved to the South, due to the tease situation here.

China & the Foreign Powers

and mirrors,
est known for

The national crisis has brought forth a crop of lications on
China’s foreign relations. - The most significant wo-l n eul that of Y. S,
Wang. His book, Lm-shih-nwn Jai-Chymg-Ki IhJih-P 5
(Sixty years of Sino-, -Japanese Relations,) is already in 4 volumes, but

not yet completed. It relates the dlp[ommc relations of China and Japan
at length, and with great perspicacity.

Vol. 4 just published is the most important. It covers a most
eventful period: The Boxer Uprising, the Russo-Japanese War, and

Bt 1933%F3A & HEEE
BEEE S - (HETE FEAFR TSR - HER®E
AR ISR (19345127 ) B ERHEIEE
B - BRE DL EED - NEEE HE DY
TR A% Ie L - HIERE . R L - P
BEAERLA MR T EE AR E] - (HEH T E
B - Reak T B SRR 2 AR BA 1R » 7]
DIHeRr RSB Bt 1ok (EEZT) 263
AN H H Wi B AR A R -

BIFISRAY B R SCE IR B #f H AR
ME78% 1 (To the Reader) - Ifi&7ERw
F o~ EE - FTIEME NG EErR TR
7% 1 (The Private Corner) ° 3% %Lk
T ARTIBATRIF A S AEES ) B
FRAb HRORE ~ RS R ~ SRR R A 1S
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[ National Library of Peiping
Peiping, ehina,

October 17, 1934

Dr. A. W. Hummel
Division of Orientalia
Librery of Congress
Weshington, D. C.

i My Dear Dr. Hummels

| I send you on behalf of the Board of
Editors of the quarterly Bulletin of Chinese Bibliography

| & memorsndum re the Quarterly Bulletin for the consideration

1 of the Trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation.

We have considered the matter of a
Covering Letter, in which an application for & grant would
be made, but feel that the editors are not in & position
to do that, while Mr. Yuan is in Burope and cen't do it
for us. 50 I hope you will forward the Memorandum for us
to the Rockefeller Foundation, or Mr. Gunn, with your kind
recommendation.

The US$1500.00 We require are to be
apportioned this way: $1150.00 for a full time Managing
Editor and assistants; $350.00 for contributions, office
and miscellaneous expenses.

The necessity for & full time Menaging
Editor end assistants for him and Dr. Schierlitz is very
urgent. At present I have to give on the everage 2 hours

day of my own spare time to the work (besides the bime
alloted by the library), while Dr. Schierlitz personally
pays for an assistant to gather entries for him.

We have difficulty in securing contributions
because we cannot offer any compensation. Since writing

in English involves & lot more trouble than writing in
Chinese, we have to offer some payments Ve are not going

to print any more general articles, but only surveys.

If we are to do our work more efficiently,
we have to keep a separate office near the library, and
keep a file of important current periodicals, snd also card
files etc. The library is now 80 crowded thit the -Archaeology
and the Mongolian end Tibetan departuents sre being moved
out, if space can be found elsewhere. We cannot now hope for

BTH : REEEM (BEFT) #0K

FervEY) - Hrh 2 RHREE-007T » BIH350
JC » HAMAEE3500C o HEZE A - 2k
W S R RN e B TR T EERRR
AL U » RAMRE R G B BT
WERETFHEE - A% - BrilEE
5 B [ ey ] 5 A PR T S AT RS SR
S5t (BN o 2 0CE]E -1 M &S R
%+ ERF12HIH LG LT - 23R
WEOR AT S Bh A6 RS « — - VR
SLEEZHGTIY T WA HAE R
SORRIER) + =~ TIY/HS R T IF -2
PR AL s Y ~ R —E B R 234
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FERNSRE S - TR ) ~ st
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National Library of Peiping
Petpian, China.

Dre A. W. Hummel, - 2

more space in the library in addition to my desk. Dre
Schierlitz's assistant now experiences the greatest

difficulty in indexing periodicals, for they are most

of the time being used by readers. If we can have some

of the more important periodicals, much time can be saved

and I myself should find them useful for my part of the

work. Also, if I succeed in making arrangements with

Mr. Graves ebout printing the periodical sbstracts he

hes been proposing to Americen sinologues, we oan then
undertake” to supply the journals required. /

The above are our inmedidte requirements. On
account of the fact that our librery accounts are now
sent to Nanking for audit, the library cannot spend a
cent for expenses not originally provided for in the
budget. And the Quarterly Bulletin not in the budget
at all. So I hope you will do what you can to help us.

Yours sincerely,

B/\ 1934F108178 ' BEFRSIERENE
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SELECTED CHINESE BOOKS
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CONTENTS

Collections
eeeeeee

1L Philosophy & Religion 13 3
HI. Art & Archacology
Loan VI. Geography

2
& Colligraphy 30 Vi1, History

Bibliography 1 2. Literary History

1937) iR (@) -

38 148
10 152
2y, Sociology 161
) IX. General & Miscellancous
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® 2 178
49 3. 180
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 Inde
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1. General & Miscellineous 66 Author Ind

Edited and Published by *

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF PEIPING
through the generosity of

THE ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION, NEW YORK
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