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Abstract

Xuanbian Shengjian Xingi Wanbao Shishan (GEfliE EHra7 5 E177/LL]) is a collection of poems
collected and published in the early Ming period. The reference book for the imperial examination
was recorded as a Song Dynasty edition, so it can be handed down to the book collectors of the Ming
and Qing Dynasties. However, the quality of the works included is not high, there is no signature, the
source is unknown, so it is not taken seriously, but it has gathered a considerable number of “Sheng-
shih-shih” (%&E{&F) for the metropolitan examinations. Therefore, the Siku Quanshu official (PYJEEEE F1)
said: “Speaking of test works, the most complete in the Tang Dynasty is Wenyuan Yinghua (X S593E),
and in the Song Dynasty is Wanbao Shishan (5 £F7F/L]).” Through the study of the poems recorded
in this book, we can see the relationship between the general literati and the secular society under the
influence of the imperial examinations in the Song Dynasty. After investigating the existing version
and circulation of the book, this article analyzes the topic of poems, and compared with the practicing
poetry of the metropolitan examinations for recording the main features of this book.
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Extended Abstract

Xuanbian Shengjian Xingi Wanbao Shishan
G AT 77 B B 77 11]), henceforth called
Wanbao Shishan (% Z7F/1]), is a Song poetry
collection published by bookshops in the Xuande
(E1H) period of the Ming dynasty. It includes
sample poem-based questions and answers for
provincial exams in imperial examinations during
the Song dynasty, and contains over 16,000 poems
divided into 415 categories. All poems recorded
therein are presented in the same format and are
referred to as the Shen-shih-shih (BER&EF). Wanbao
Shishan includes a large number of provincial
exam poems, the sources of which are unknown.
It is difficult to distinguish between poems created
by candidates during provincial exams in the
Song dynasty and answers drafted for Southern
Song imperial examinations that were preserved
by bookstores during the Ming dynasty because
there is no clear evidence. However, by compiling
a historical bibliography and analyzing existing
versions of Wanbao Shishan, it can help us get a
preliminary understanding of the historical value

and cultural significance of this book.

1. Bibliography Description

and Successive Collection

and Circulation

According to the bibliographies from the Ming
and Qing dynasties that include Wanbao Shishan,

the book is characterized as something between
an anthology and a leishu (383 i.e., a reference
book). Earlier bibliographies in the Ming dynasty
were primarily created for documentation and
did not record the edition information of books
in detail; nevertheless, the integrity of the book
content has been preserved. Some speculate that
before the Ming dynasty, Wanbao Shishan might
have had different Song and Yuan versions in
various formats and was edited and republished in
the Xuande period of the Ming dynasty.

Notably, neither Chao Li’s Baowentang
Shumu (Ef X2 ), which was the first of all
existing books to separate books for imperial
examination from others, nor Huang Yuji’s
Qiangingtang Shumu (T-tEH%Z H), which came
after, categorize Wanbao Shishan as a book for the
imperial examination. This indicates that, at least
in the Jiaqing (52B) period of Chao Li, Wanbao
Shishan was not a major reference book for the
imperial examination of that time but was used
or collected as a general poetry anthology, which
is consistent with the social practice during the
Ming dynasty of not using poetry for bureaucracy
selection. Contrariwise, during the Southern Song
dynasty, when Wanbao Shishan was used as a
reference book for the imperial examination, it is
reasonable that the book was not recorded because

of the abundance of this type of book. However,
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of all the reference books, Wanbao Shishan was
preserved to be republished in the Xuande period
of the Ming dynasty, persisting through nearly
200 years of late Song, Yuan, and early Ming
dynasties, suggesting the value of its existence.

According to the successive collections and
records of Wanbao Shishan by modern book
collectors, it was mistaken as a Song edition and
highly valued and was later greatly appreciated
again being not selected in Siku Quanshu (VY&
=)

2. Existing Version and
Collection Status

Senior scholar Zhu Sangshu’s Songren Zongji
Xulu (RAFELERLFR) only lists three existing
versions of Wanbao Shishan, but a total of nine
editions can now be found in public catalogs in
multiple libraries.

Of these editions, the most accessible is the
edition collected by the Yonezawa City Library in
Japan because its entire Chinese book collection has
been digitalized and can be viewed on the Internet.

The editions of Wanbao Shishan viewed by
the author, apart from the images from Yonewaza
City Library, were the editions collected by the
Seikado Bunko Art Museum in Japan and the
National Palace Museum in Taipei. A comparison
between these three editions reveals that the two
editions from Japan have a foreword from the
Ming dynasty with a clear date of publication—
Year 4 in the Xuande period of the Ming dynasty
in the Yonewaza edition, but the National Palace
Museum edition has no foreword. Based on the
forewords, it is speculated that the chronological
order of the three editions should be the Yonewaza
edition as the first to be published, followed by the

Extended Abstract

Seikado version, and the National Palace Museum

edition being the last.

3. Examination of Ye’s
Guangqintang Publications

Research on Ye Dehui, the book’s editor, of
the bookshop Guangqintang (E#/%) in the Ming
dynasty indicates that most of the publications of
the time were medical books and leishus for day-
to-day use. In addition, according to Qu Wanli’s
research, although the dates of the birth and death
of Ye Jingda are unknown, he was active between
approximately 1429 and 1447. Therefore, Wanbao
Shishan was certainly published in Year 4 of the
Xuande period by Ye Jingda.

4. Provincial Exam Poems
Collected in Wanbao Shishan

Speeches about Shen-shih-shihs by the
Southern Song scholars indicate that it takes
practice to compose a Shen-shih-shih. Although
they were composed for the imperial examination,
an attentive attitude was required. A comparison
between Shen-shih-shihs and the drafted Song
Shen-shih-shih that can be seen today shows the
aspect between students and scholars of that time. In
addition, the purpose of collecting this type of poetry
publications was for the education of children.

Two characteristics are found in the poem
exams in Wanbao Shishan. First, the subjects are
mainly related to scenery, festivals, and climate.
Compared to the existing drafts of Shen-shih-
shihs, fewer subjects were related to current events
or allusions, such as the “Taiji (CA##),” “Yuangi
(JG%),” and “Heqi (F154)” types in the first
volume. Most of the subjects were from historical

books and classics, influenced by the prevalence
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of Lixue (F£ Neo-Confucianism). Second, most
of the verses were from Du fu (f:Ff), followed
by Han yu (7). Generally, the collected poem—
based questions predominantly concerned Du’s
poems, indicating that the exams of the time were
often based on Du’s work or designed to test
Du’s phrasing, as the Shihua (754, commentary
on poetry) suggests. The poem-based question
collection in Wanbao Shishan also indicates that
some verses were quite popular for use as a classic
question for Shen-shih-shih; consequently, the
cultural practices related to the goal of taking the
imperial examination can be visualized from this

type of poems.

5. Conclusion

In the Song dynasty, publications prospered
and spread rapidly. Due to the influences of
the imperial examination system and market
demands, the number of books similar to Wanbao
Shishan was substantial. However, as the imperial
examination system changed, most of the books
lost their purpose, and thus everything but their
names were lost or completely buried in history.
Wanbao Shishan was able to be passed on to early
Ming—era readers, republished by bookstores
that cherished the ink of the forefathers, and
preserved for the future in block-printed
editions. Existing copies are mostly pocket
editions that can also be seen as merchandise.
For purchasers, they are portable and also
suitable for the purpose of collection. Wanbao
Shishan, one of the anthologies of the Song
dynasty, represents a batch of works that were
co-created by general Song scholars and people
whose names have been lost to time and have

been preserved for the world.
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