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Abstract

The paper starts from the analysis of the growing gap between traditional Chinese bibliography
and modern academic development, and it will probe into the original intention of the distribution
of Chinese catalogue cards of National Library of Peiping, namely the underlying motivation for
Yuan Tung-Li’s modern catalogue idea. Next, it depicts National Library of Peiping’s early attempts,
its active participation in the American academic circles as well as the compilation and distribution
of Chinese catalogue cards with the support of the Rockefeller Foundation. Lastly, this study also
discusses National Library of Peiping’s influence upon the arrangement and categorization of the
Chinese collection in American libraries.
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Extended Abstract

Chinese intellectuals have been attempting to
classify translations of Western literature since
the late Qing Dynasty when Western learning
had begun spreading to the East. In the early
years of the Republic, private libraries ceased to
undertake the responsibility of reorganizing the
national heritage to recreate Chinese civilizations.
Hence, building modern libraries and adopting
standardized cataloging methods became a
necessity. This paper discusses catalogue cards for
Chinese books issued by the National Library of
Peiping to demonstrate how the National Library
of Peiping assumed responsibility for preparing
those cards with assistance from American

libraries and academics.

1. Tung-li Yuan (32ig) and
Modern Cataloging

In the summer of 1916, Tung-li Yuan graduated
from the preparatory school of the National
Peking University and began to work as a librarian
in Tsinghua College by John Wong-Quincey
(FE3CHH), Dean of Academic Affairs at Tsinghua.
In the following year, Tung-li Yuan was put in
charge of library affairs because Tse-chien Tai
(#7EFE), Chief Librarian of Tsinghua College,
had gone to America on a year-long leave of

absence. At that time, library management was

still very much in its nascent stage in the top
universities in China, with no standardized rules for
the classification and cataloging of Chinese books.
In the summer of 1920, Tung-li Yuan went to
America to study Library Science—a move that
was prompted by not only his own ambition but
also the proposal of visionary intellectuals like
Yuan-pei Tsai (£57CK%) to prepare professional
librarians for China. During his stay in America,
Tung-li Yuan studied in the Columbia University
and the New York State Library School.
Additionally, he spent three summers as an intern
assisting in the cataloging of the Chinese books in
the Library of Congress. After years of academic
study and internship experiences in America,
Tung-li Yuan proposed that the modern catalog
system should be adopted by libraries in China
and advocated for catalog cards to be printed by
the Library of Congress for the National Peking
University as an effort to reform the traditional

Chinese catalog system.

2. Pioneering Efforts to Catalog
Chinese Books in the National
Library of Peiping
In August 1929, former JingShi Library was

merged with Metropolitan Library to establish the

National Library of Peiping, where Yuan-pei Tsai
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was appointed as the Director and Tung-li
Yuan as the Associate Director. At that time,
the modernization of library management in
China had already begun. Card catalogs were
developed and cataloging rules for Chinese
books were established. In 1931, Alfred Kaiming
Chiu (Z%B#HH) suggested that Harvard-Yenching
Institute sponsor the preparation, printing, and
distribution of catalog cards for the Chinese rare
books housed in the National Library of Peiping.
Although the suggestion did not materialize due
to budget constraints, it marked the beginning of
the collaboration between Chinese and American
academics for building a standardized catalog

system for Chinese books.

3. Catalog Cards Issued by the
National Library of Peiping

In the summer and autumn of 1933, Tung-li Yuan
contacted Rockefeller Foundation, applying for a
grant to support the development and management
of libraries in China—an initiative that involved
compiling and printing catalog cards, training
professional librarians, and providing resource-
sharing or book exchange services. This
appeal corresponded to the needs of American
academic institutions such as the Committee
on the Promotion of Chinese Studies of the
American Council of Learned Societies. With the
joint effort of Chinese and American academic
institutions, the National Library of Peiping
started the compilation and printing of catalog
cards for modern Chinese books modeled on
cards prepared by the Library of Congress. From
1936 to 1941, owing to various factors, including
the Anti-Japanese War, the total number of cards

amounted to only 10,600 titles. Despite its small

B 57 b P B R R T P S0 A OB TR

number, those cards provided reference for
American libraries with Chinese collections. More
importantly, they had a profound impact on the
development of American sinology by shifting its

focus to modern and contemporary China.
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B YIEE R RS — R BUS SIA1%E - 35 H
& SEIERI e A FRORKGE (BB - 2016 -
E535) - F4E10H10H @ (TR - By
Tl s L A A R AL SR S TR R
HHE ~ B A~ BT~ EIEE A ER
(#&HEE - 2004b » H308) -
IR R S s - R B
B E HEAHRR SEREE 19339 H2 L HHE S
FRIgREME (Selskar M. Gunn) EfiA
SEBEAESRFE SN (David H. Stevens) f§
F o HHRZAE vl F0RE BUESE B3 THET10H
AT ALY - BERES SR AE50,000E
ESHFHEMAR TR - HARBE Y 5 i
T (AL RO R T M o B A R
B IR R S B R K E A B AR R
HYEAE (Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, pp.
9-11) ° HHE b - ZZ[F]iE R 7E mE 5t B
e B ] R 1 e R — R B~ VAR
0 R PR [ 5 R 3 7 e JEL 388 e 3 1 v e JEL
NS B » 55 AR 140 KB - DARRAE
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Foundation, n.d.a, pp. 30-32)

1935510 H5H - RREE(EMAE - &
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BT - MEEENRIEM RS GED) - B
TIRENEN]ZERE - B AERHR EHE
FepatE /NI EN S 93541 H DIy
SGHTERFT (Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a,
pp. 59-60) - [LAh - BHARLEE RS HEE
T =R e IR RS SR
A 53 hl 2 B e E e E R FE (Arthur
~ I e o B i YR i 5 B Y
FKBAWT ~ REEME G EE (American
Council of Learned Societies) HI¥&EE KT

(Mortimer Graves) - F&f3 & Z[FEHM £ T
R Fy "B ENBO TR S CEEEH SRR

#1% , (Memorandum Re the Project for the

Hummel)

Printing and Distribution of Catalog Cards for
Chinese Books) fiimsk ([ —) » 235
BERIBH RN EoR T B e e 5 A Bl 8
TRy SRR o2 SR B R B R
Z— 1 (The printing and distribution of catalog
cards by the Library of Congress is one of the
unique features in modern library development ) ©
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wom

I recently hed a visit from l')_r_:_g » the direotor of
the Netional uyfgry. which is located at _Po_i]zin.;. This importent
library was built by en appropriation from the Chine Foundetion
(Amoricsn Boxer money) and mccording to all accounts that I have,
is a very well maintained institution, and probably because of
its national character, should play en important role in oconnection
with the development of librarios in China. Mr, mtmhtivcly
brought up the question of the possibility of a limited number of \
fellowships for Chindlf,to go to America to study library science, 1
He apparently has some excellent candidates, and I gather would like i
for us to cooperate with the lhuanl ldbru'y on o f.llmrlhip pm;rlm /

L s

over a period of years. e i.nd.todxd that the National Library would

be willing to pay in part the stipends of such fellows. He has re-
turned to Peiping, end I have arranged to see him again next month,
ihmr"ul have prepared a oconorete proposal. I have not encouraged
him partioularly, but I em convinced that it mey be an exoellent op-
portunity for us in commection with suoh a program.

“M;l not only anxious to develop the National Library
but he is antioipating that ho will be in a very strategio position
to place men in other important Chinese libraries. There is a small
Chinese Library Association which has recently had a meeting, end

which shows signs of being rather progressive. Do you consider fellow=-

\l ships % mature men in Library soiemoe as falling within your program?

_

[ P S e 5 B

FE—1% 5

547 B 55 B A T DU R e (A B

S AR 5

&) RAREEEHNATES
7 ;

(W) FTLGESEEE () A%

(1) KA AL BE R A ML AR SR

RIPREREEER

R H IR (L

(—)

4 AN HIEH

1933F9A21H ' MREEHK L& XHifE
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(N) KRR E H &R m B - e e
TSR SAbAR

(b)) (et SRR BEERIHIE |

U\) REJRHZEERE

v F B A TEEAE - & DBk
(Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, pp.63-65) °
MRS AR » R iFFEmLL L&

B REERBID FORMBEE RN EE LR

B Rl A Gm e I DR ELsE - Bl T &
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LOpY
NATIONAL LIBRARY of PEIPING -
1 Wen Chin Chieh
Peiping, China
MEMORANDUM RE THE PROJECT FOR THE PRINTING

AND DISTRIBUTION OF CATALOG CARDS FOR CHINESE BOOKS

The printing end distribution of catalog cards by
the Livrary of Congress is one of the unique features in
modern library development. By making the cards appli-
cable and available to a large number of libreries, it i
has made cooperative cataloging and international biblio-
graphy two of the most ocutstanding undertakings lnz‘o ,/(L
learned world today. The printed oards are more eligible
than handwritten or typewritten ones; emd, as the types
oooupy lees space, much more bibliographicel information
can be given on each card than is otherwise possible. At
the same time, standardization and uniformity in catalog-
ing practices can be better achieved. By offering its
printed cards for public consumption, the Lidbrary of Congress
has enabled the subsoribing libraries to avoid unnecessary
duplication of labour and expense. The fact that the
number of libraries, institutions, and individuals subsorib-
ing to its printed cards has steadily increased from 200
in 1901 to neerly 6,000 reveals their wide demand and
utility. Many national libraries in foreign countries have-
either adopted or are ocontemplating to adopt the practice
initiated by the Library of Congress.

& — Memorandum Re the Project for the Printing and Distribution of
Catalog Cards for Chinese Books ' Z£—H

BiE —itE R T EEE R A EE— HEERESR - AR N EZERIEEA - (HEE
41 (Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, p. 65) ° FFENE SSRGS - e —EESHEE
LT0H31H - [ Bk = [F g 09 2 A5 R 4 HATFIEE (Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, p.

SERE AT - R E CHERA S E 65) ° 12H6H » SLFF U E R - &
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(Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, p. 66) ° 5%
B I 11 H29H RIS s I R e i
B T —X&#E - N (Fawask) - EHath
RH o~ el ~ HRAE Y P A S e PR S A
SR ZES - G2
i 5% B 2 i e 5 A e H SCCRRAR E i =R
RE B SPE BEA SRE R I+ AEL R (R PR A Y BN
7R H 8k S ek al i a8 H At o - SR 2
R TERBIE LA - H]DIEERSE
HIRR7 (S RS AR - — 20 F By &
EHREYAER - SR RIARREE - 2
LA A ER ] 5 A P R AR B RE S IR LG
St i - BT DR SE 5 R RIS
IR Ry — (B RRTE (GEJL) - 193692
H4H » EREFZEHXHERFE T £RE
CHIREE AR e & LR IR EnE sk
(Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.a, p. 73)  iff
o 1B ey ] 5 A oy A7 R T = S By
FHRA (E=) -

REE 7 22 B K B2 [ 5 B 9 A S ok
S F 2 R R 5 3 & H R FrigAEs - DUDTiG
SRS EHEK - 1936F2HSH » H[AM
BfE RE U - FORREARENNY H 8k R
L AAR 42 [ oy [l 35 6 - REER 0 - HARR L
H1H#® - ENER-R 605 XS 6k ~
(RI3eAR) ~ BHmELaRE ~ 20k ~ BPaiRs
KB - Byl & 6 DU B2 K e -
& ] L — ARSI R B e A A
(Rockefeller Foundation,n.d.a,p.75) -
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BIAE 193657 H1H A 19394F6 H30H - #4
7125,00034 - HH18,00035 5 A FAEH
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FE1931 219385 IR SCHIRRY) © 18 5eTER)
B i BBl DR Ry B
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i B S R e B o e R Ry BRI PR
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011G€0
MEMORANDUM
[P p— Division of Orientalis

meromms o Dr. T. L. Ylan's suggestion for exchenge of cards - letter dated
October 21, 1935.

1 recommerd that we subscribe for 3 sets of the cards that

are to be prinmted by the Peiping National Library - payment of the
| 3 sets, costing 0.$76.50, to be made im Library of Congress proof-
sheets or separate cards, as desired by the National Library.

The cards to be printed will be title-cards, but we need
two additional sets which we can convert into an author and a sub-
Ject catalogue.

The printing of Chinese cards, sven though for the time
teing they concern only curremt publicetioms, is a step of great
significance to Chinese collectiors im this country, and every en-
couragement should be given to the emterprise. UNr. Stewens of the
Rockefeller Foundation is much interested, as I know from a Con-
ference of Far Eastern Librarians whick three of us from this Li-

brary attended at the offices of the Foundstion a week ago today.

Respectfully subzitted,

A
A. 7. Hamel,
Chief, Division of Orientalia.

December 6, 1935,

Ay

B= 19355F12H6H @ ERE 'EEESEAIBETE.
it R FREE B E A YL Sk AR A = BRI S R R R
AN E R SR (FE R R - b - BRI SPEE PSR Fr sk H 8t
HBEFE - AlE 38 B e 2 a8 SO P SRR A BRI 8 - EINDISGE) ; R RN 2
(Herbert Putnam ) [F]7 T 3% 8513 (Hummel, 1935) -

S ZERBHREAT KRR FHA BHRBARIEBI RS ZF X

HBRAEE - HGHBRXLBER BEZHmBEm ALt ALT
ik AR AR S B fEa—m o At RS — A A
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BEFTHEBG PRI A BBERSH - BRHE
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CBINZALSE AR HREN R A H %R A e i
%) FIER (hEEFEEEEHR) 11
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1935) = fHETR 2L [ 35 AF BE 75 i
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%) Rt ERER YR - RS AR DIERE
B~ MR R r H ik - B — SR
REPHEES - 4 (BFE) -~ HRE -
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T1935F 1 MRy E 5 (8 T RE
ChEEDR R ) RIRERS M
G193 14 DUARHYAH B B E 58— DR EN
RF a0 (BIAZAR R EE HEE R H 8%
(25-2001%25-3000) ) HLACH 719314
WERERPTEE () (WiR25-2515) »
19324 LG Fr e ( Er28dti) (R FroR2s-
2795) ~ 19334F LR (L&) (I
Fri25-2358)  (BRIZALVA B8 35 A v S2hm H
fH » 1936 * H10 > 70 ~ 61) FEHHEIE1934
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SPREAERAWEN SR Fr H SAy B R ER RIS B
HEIER HEE DURBI LR R R
S - IR PRAE L AT IR TR - T EH
RLEREIEIRT ~ [FRZBTHE R -

19365 K » SFEEHTT T — A% R
Chinese Catalogue Cards and How to Order
and Use Themt)/NME » [ SMEI B2l 5L
fi 2 B SR A R P E Bk P A B U2 Y 58
M (GEHPY) o iS5 P o3 -
43RBT FriyEilE (Scope covered by the
cards)  KFZMHE (Characteristics of
the cards) ~ HF iM% (How to use the
cards) ~ RFETHEHRE (How to order the
o Hrp-RFrZME ~ HFr Bk

(BT AL [ 35 BE HR B -R Fr H SR S B

M%) WIRHRESR > Kfe — 8 > EHENHE
T 5 P B SR R R P 3 Tl oo W
EEREME LA

cards)
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SAMPLE 1.—MAIN ENTRY CARD (FULL-SIZED FACSIMILE)

==

Bl Chinese Catalogue Cards and How to Order and Use ThemFiMiEXFF2Z— (A2 E)

1937) - BB T EIERERI TR e
SMERHE T B LR » g tE ,  (BRLZdE
VREIEEE 0 1937 0 H7) o MBS AT
BE S s hARC - MR -

= MEBEERNIER

TELEE, B - PREREDH i
KA LA ENWEa i (b nTE & A S 5
WroeZ & - 1992 0 H589) - 9H28H -
Al B R BUE 1 - BE— TN
HRNE IR o W EE KK & B
JEER 53 HI BR XA B AL ERIT (National
City Bank) R/ » FfR AT E FAHEE T
(Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.b, pp. 38-39) -

193841 H21H » ZFEHEEWEE
SRR ST S B T D IR SRORE JRE R
193946 H 30 H 6 11 i B Bhii Rs Jo) 7 LUE &
#LE (Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.b, pp. 49-
50) o {H3E—HIFEE A RE T - MR E]
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Bk H AT =8 H ESam ] - #OloR 1S 213t
#E - 11H25H » ZRSEIERFH S » £0R
S-gE B IR SRR H A 11 H 1 H BtARIRAE H L
e fm B+ Y G BRI READURS 38 5 el 35 A
ey EEH (Book-list) » HEJER
FEEEdEEH R mMeEBEARCET
(EZEZFFI) (Rockefeller Foundation, n.db, p.
90) < ZAIM » EEBAAEAHR TR AL EI R T 2547
R EARERLE - E—E R A F g
WM R 3t - BB (EEHZT) hssok
(EEHAA By e 8 T » 5% BREEME 1L
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AR B - B - RIS
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WL » EERHANETT DI AL SR R = 5 B = P
TR - R ] DUKCE b SP g sk m
REGE SR - 1E& e IEM RS RgZE R ]
DASEN > 193944 H AL IRAR ENRT H 8% Fr

(Rockefeller Foundation, n.d.b, p. 125) - it
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(%=m) EtmyERTA BT
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B DL EAE S ERMEL AT A5 A0 N e
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HEH PR SE B 2 e SEFE TR TER
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B T BB A AT FT LACRIF IR -

EBIAE IR - H 193654 BEBREH
TR Il - SRR — 2R AR 710,600 H 8%
Fr (R2I%5C > 2008 @ H347) - AN5SE—H
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