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Abstract

In view of the significance and value of archives used in history teaching, this study explored the
teaching needs of history teachers in using archival materials in order to integrate archival materials
into teaching. The questionnaire surveyed the information seeking behavior and the use orientation of
archives on high school history teachers. The focus-group interviews of history teachers were conducted
to collect the opinions of integrating archives into curriculum design. In this study, both of qualitative
and quantitative methods were used to fully explore the process of analyzing the teaching needs of using
archives into teaching plans and realize how to integrate archives into history curriculum.

The results indicated: (1) The information needs of history teachers were for “pre-teaching
preparation” and “maintaining professional growth,” either were for the use of archives. Because of
the convenience of searching, they used the Internet to find teaching information. (2) History teachers
often used Internet resources for lesson preparation, agreeing that the most useful teaching materials
were videos and photos, but the process of finding materials often encountered a large amount of
data and it was difficult to filter them. (3) History teachers didn’t use the archives frequently, but they
used photos and audiovisual archives to teach for visual effects. They searched teaching data of archives
through the Internet and then browsed online. (4) Teachers recognized the benefits of integrating archives
teaching, but they lacked the ability to use archives for course. They hoped that the archives would provide
consultation and guidance on the use of collections. Finally, the suggestions for promoting history teachers
to use archives in teaching and for the application of archives integrating class were proposed.

Keywords: Archival Literacy Education; Archival Collection Instruction; Archival Use Study; History
Teaching; Course Design
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Incorporating archival sources into the history
curriculum enables students to distinguish between
facts and statements when learning to evaluate
history. Through contact with primary materials
under the guidance of teachers, students can learn
to evaluate historical sources and reconstruct
history through discussion and question answering
(Morris, Mykytiuk, & Weiner, 2014).

Providing critical guidance to students
during their learning process is one of the roles
of teachers. For students to develop historical
source analysis and reasoning skills, teachers
must familiarize themselves with archival sources,
identify suitable sources for teaching, and apply
these sources in class. However, such commitment
is rare among history teachers in Taiwan. Because
many history teachers have difficulty meeting the
curriculum schedule and preparing for classes,
they mainly follow a conventional teaching
model based only on textbooks. However, the
implementation of the 12-Year Basic Education
policy has provided an opportunity for change in
this rigid education system. Few case studies of
teachers’ use of archival sources as supplementary
teaching materials have been presented, and
investigations into teachers’ understanding of the

appropriate use of such sources are lacking.

Therefore, the current study explored
history teachers’ views on the incorporation of
archival sources into teaching. By interviewing
teachers about their experiences in preparing for
classes, we could investigate how they collected
teaching materials, how they extracted content
from archival sources, and how they integrated
this content into their teaching materials.
Recommendations on the incorporation of archival
sources into history teaching are proposed on the
basis of the study findings.

2. Research Methods

A questionnaire survey was conducted to
assess high school history teachers’ needs when
preparing for classes and their intentions to use
archival sources. A followed-up focus-group
interview was also conducted to collect data about
their practical experience in incorporating archival
sources into their teaching.

The participants of the questionnaire survey
were in-service high school history teachers who
had employed archival sources for their teaching.
The questionnaire items were adapted from the
surveys developed by Anderson (2004) and
Dalton and Charnigo (2004) regarding the needs
and behaviors of historians regarding the use of

archival sources. Specifically, these items were

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Lin, C.-M. (2021). A survey of high school teachers’ opinions
on integrating archival sources into history curriculum. Journal of Library and Information Stud-
ies, 19(2),77-111. doi: 10.6182/j1is.202112_19(2).077 [Text in Chinese].
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revised to establish a questionnaire with four
sections: background information; information
on needs and behaviors in teaching; motivation
for and experience of using archival sources; and
incorporation of archival sources into teaching. A
total of 156 valid responses were returned.
Participants in the focus-group interview were
high school history teachers who had received
training on the use of archival sources and had
experience in integrating such sources into their
teaching. Eight teachers were recruited for the
interview through snowball sampling, most of
whom had teaching experience less than 5 years.
Their experience using archive sources was
mostly gained from training courses during their
undergraduate or graduate studies. The interview
questions followed three main categories: (1)
experience of incorporating archival sources
during course design and implementation,
(2) views on the teaching support provided
by archives, and (3) attitude and expectations
regarding the incorporation of archival sources

into history teaching.

3. Results

3.1 High school history teachers’ information
needs were mostly for course-preparation.
Teachers emphasized the importance of accurate
information, and they acquired information

mostly from online sources for convenience.

According to survey results regarding
information needs, nearly 70% of history
teachers reported needing teaching information
for course preparation. Preparing for classes was
the primary motivation for information seeking.
“Accuracy of information” and “convenience of

information” were the main considerations when
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evaluating information, which is why they mainly
collected teaching resources by “browsing web
pages” and “utilizing social media sites or online
forums.” Despite their emphasis on information
accuracy and relevance to courses when collecting
resources for teaching and course preparation,
the collection of teaching resources was mainly
from online resources because of the convenient
online access to these sources. This indicated
the importance of the online and digital

dissemination of archival sources.

3.2 Few high school history teachers used
archival sources for course preparation;
photographs and audiovisual resources were
more likely to be used. Teachers typically
accessed archives through the Internet
and frequently encountered difficulties in

filtering and accessing data.

The teachers in this study used archival sources
in fewer than 10 classes each year, with 70% of
the sources being photographs or audiovisual
resources. Because visual materials can be used to
directly present evidence and teach students, they
are relatively useful in curriculum management.
Retrieving teaching resources from the Internet
was a common practice among the surveyed
teachers; however, they often encountered
problems such as “difficulties in filtering large
amount of information” and “difficulties in
accessing full texts.” Therefore, the procedure for
accessing archival sources should be simplified to
facilitate easy access to archival sources. Given
the teachers relied on online information retrieval
when searching for archive sources, appropriate
use of the Internet may greatly benefit the

promotion of archives.
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33 Teachers affirmed the benefits of
incorporating archival sources into
teaching, but revealed difficulties in using
these sources effectively in curriculum
management. Thus, archives could
provide some teaching consultation
services. Teachers with different individual
backgrounds differed considerably in their
views on the incorporation of archival

sources into teaching.

The surveyed teachers exhibited a high level
of agreement regarding “being able to access
sources from archives for course preparation,”
“determining suitable archival sources to be
incorporated into teaching to meet teaching
goals,” and “using archival sources in teaching
activities.” However, a low level of agreement
was observed in “using archival sources for
classroom management.” The results were
consistent with those of the focus-group
interview, in which the teachers reported lacking
the ability to use archival sources in managing
class discussions. One-way analysis of variance
was conducted to compare opinions on the
incorporation of archival sources into teaching
between teachers with different backgrounds
(age, years of teaching experience, and hours
of training received). The results revealed that
age was the only factor that affected agreement
regarding the use of archival sources for peer
discussions in class. The teachers confirmed the
effectiveness of archival sources in enhancing
students’ interest in learning and expressed
expectations that archives could “provide
teaching consultation services” and “provide
instructions on archival source retrieval.” The

results indicated that archives should improve
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their teaching consultation services and provide

instructions to help users navigate the archives.

4. Conclusion

In history teaching, archival sources
enable teachers to design problem-based and
contextual teaching, to pose questions for
students and manage conversations in class, and
to guide students in developing critical thinking
regarding historical materials. Specifically,
when developing such problems, teachers
must consider their level and difficulty, and
the curriculum should be designed with three
stages: extracting and retrieving information,
forming a broad understanding, and developing
explanations. Through these processes, teachers
can enhance students’ comprehension of
archival sources and encourage historical and
critical thinking.

Archives should collaborate with schools
by organizing workshops to train teachers in
archive navigation and the incorporation of
archival sources in class. Moreover, archives
could establish educational resource websites
to provide archival sources and teaching
plans in accordance with the curriculum and
to encourage teachers to share their teaching
plans. Such websites can enhance teachers’
willingness to improve their teaching content
and provide resources for students to engage in

independent learning outside the classroom.
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