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Abstract

Woodblock printing activities of chieftain are worthy of attention in the history of publishing
in China. The woodblock printing activities of the Mu (/K[X) chieftains of Lijiang (FE{L) is a
representative case. This paper first clarifies some relevant problems which could not be solved
by previous studies. According to the research statistics, there are up to 34 block-printed editions
published by chieftain Mu. The woodblock printing activities of chieftain Mu took place during the
reign of Six Masters in the Mu Family (KE7SZY). The locations where these books were made were
not fixed. The character of these editions is Suzhou (%/JN) style appreciated by Chinese traditional
literati. Originating from Three Immortal Deeds of Confucianism and Buddhist concept of merits,
these books can be divided into Mu’s works, historical materials for family and religious books.
Chinese characters and minority writings both were applied in these books, which is different from
other private printing. The woodblock printing activities of chieftain Mu not only holds a place in the
history of publishing in China, but also is an important sign of cultural identity in Tusi (1 F]) areas.

Keywords: Chieftain; The History of Publishing; Woodblock Printing; Minority Nationalities; Mu
Chieftains of Lijiang
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Extended Abstract

In recent years, research regarding the
chieftain system and the history of Chinese
publishing has increasingly attracted attention
in academic circles; however, few studies have
noted the unique cultural phenomenon of chieftain
woodblock printing. Chieftain woodblock
printing is a crucial element of the history of
Chinese publishing. Therefore, research regarding
chieftain woodblock printing holds innovative
significance for the study of the chieftain system,
the history of publishing in China, cultural
exchange, ethnic issues, and other related topics.
In particular, the woodblock printing activities
of the Mu (/KIX) chieftains of Lijiang (BEVL)
are highly representative of chieftain woodblock
printing and thus deserve our attention. Through
the examination of existing research, historical
materials, and physical objects, this study provides
fresh insight into the woodblock printing activities
of the Mu chieftains of Lijiang.

Previous discussions regarding woodblock
printing by the Mu chieftains of Lijiang have
contained a number of misconceptions. Thus, the
present paper first seeks to correct previous claims.
The woodblock prints of Buddhist scriptures said
to be produced by Mu Gao (AK[5)) in the 26th year
of Jiajing’s (324H) reign were derived from the
Yongle Southern Canon (ZK%4F5E,) got by Mu
Gao rather than being printed by Mu Gao himself.

In the 4th year of Tianqi’s (KiX) reign, the block-
printed edition of the Repentance Dharma of
Kindness and Compassion in the Bodhimanda
(FEABESZR %) was not actually printed
by Mu Zeng (/K#¥) but funded and printed by
religious believers in Lijiang Fu (prefecture) (&
TLJF). It was believed that Mu Zeng reprinted the
Collection of Poems About Snow Mountains (1]
#4:2€) during Tiangi’s reign; however, according to
Tao Gong’s (FgHt) Chong Qin Xue Shan Shi Xuan
Xu (HESE
took place in the 9th year of Chongzhen (5%iiH)

=24

#12Ef¥), the reprinting actually

reign or slightly later. Multiple editions of Yun Ke
Dan Mo (387 5) were printed, and in the 12th
year of Chongzhen reign, Xu Xiake (fREE%)
divided this book into eight volumes, whereas
a six-volume edition had existed previously.
Subsequently, from the 12th year of Chongzhen
reign to the 16th year of Chongzhen reign, an
eight-volume edition was produced and printed by
Mu Zeng, and an eight-volume edition was also
produced and printed by Jigu Hall (% 7B) under
the commission of Mu Zeng. The block-printed
edition of Zhi Shan Yun Ke Ji (Z|11Z25#%5E) —part
of the Yunnan Provincial Library’s collection—
was printed by Jigu Hall under the commission
of Mu Zeng in the 16th year of Chongzhen reign.
Woodblock prints produced by Mao Jin (&)
under the commission of Mu Zeng can be divided
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into three categories: (1) The Huayan Repentance
Ritual (FEELIBEE) Buddhist scripture; (2) five
personal works of Mu Zeng; and (3) three works
by Mu Gong (RZ), a fifth-generation ancestor
of Mu Zeng. Single- and block-printed editions
of the Biographies of Six Masters in the Mu
Family N2NME) and Zhong Xiao Ji (BEFEHD)
were also once available. In particular, the block-
printed edition of the Biographies of Six Masters
in the Mu Family produced by Mu Zeng existed
before the 9th year of Chongzhen reign. The
most acclaimed and unique aspect of woodblock
printing by the Mu chieftains of Lijiang is their
use of silver powder to print Buddhist scriptures,
which constitutes an innovation compared with
using silver powder to write such scriptures.

The present study identified 34 types of
woodblock printing by the Mu chieftains of
Lijiang: 7 created by Mu Gong, 1 created by Mu
Gao, 2 created by Mu Dong (R¥E), 22 created by
Mu Zeng, and 2 created by an anonymous member
of the Mu family. The woodblock printing period
lasted 124 years, from the 2nd year of Jiajing’s
reign to the 2nd year of the reign of Longwu
(FE) (Emperor of the Southern Ming). During
this period, the Mu chieftains cultural and
economic development peaked, which is why the
period is known as the Period of Six Masters in the
Mu Family (KREK7/SZY). Mu Zeng produced the
most woodblock books, accounting for 65% of the
total. Regarding the number of annual woodblock
prints, the eight types of prints created by Mao
Jin under the commission of Mu Zeng were most
commonly applied in the 16th year of Chongzhen
reign. At that time, famous elites in southeast
China—such as Chen Hu (FE5)), Yang Bu (1),
and Wang Dengchao (F.%5)—wrote poems and

Extended Abstract

essays in praise of Mao Jin’s prints. Woodblock
printing by the Mu chieftains of Lijiang did not
take place at a fixed location; it took place either
in Lijiang and its vicinity or in Suzhou (%) and
Ganzi (H#Y) outside Lijiang. The remote location
of the Mu family, the pursuit of excellence in
carving, and the nonsustainable industrialization
of woodblock printing all contributed to the
operation taking place at multiple locations, the
result being that in some cases, different processes
involved in the production of a single print (e.g.,
design, collating, carving, and printing) may have
taken place at different locations.

Woodblock prints by the Mu chieftains of
Lijiang exhibit characteristics deeply influenced
by the woodblock printing style of the Ming
Dynasty. The Mu chieftains tended to adopt the
Suzhou style favored by the literati of the time.
Their woodblock prints were meticulously crafted,
with clear lines, powerful carving techniques,
and excellent paper and ink quality. In particular,
block-printed books produced during Jiajing’s
reign were exquisitely carved, featuring beautiful
and refined typography. Three woodblock prints
produced by Mu chieftains of Lijiang—namely
Xue Shan Geng Zi Gao (FLFETHE), Xue Shan
Shi Yin (FILIHE), and Xian Lou Qiong Hua
(fllE#E5%E), which are in the Yunnan Provincial
Library’s collection—were selected and included
in the First Batch of the National Directory
of Precious Ancient Books. In addition, the
woodblock printing of the Mu chieftains, while
influenced by the woodblock printing style of
the Ming Dynasty, retained a certain degree of
simplicity. The content of these woodblock prints
includes Mu chieftains’ personal works, family

records, and religious texts, influenced by the
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ideology and religious merits and beliefs related
to the Three Immortal Deeds of Confucianism.
Regarding language, the woodblock prints of the
Mu chieftains of Lijiang differed from traditional
private prints in China in the sense that the Mu
chieftains’ prints contained minority languages in
addition to Chinese characters. The Lijiang edition
of Kangyur (HERH), printed in Tibetan by the
Mu chieftains, is considered the earliest edition
of the Chinese Buddhist Canon written in Tibetan
script in the Tibetan region. Considering that the
Lijiang edition of Kangyur contained few errors
and constituted a well-organized compilation, its
quality is considered superior to that of the Yongle
(FK%%) edition and Wanli (#5J&) edition, both of
which were printed under imperial decree during
the Ming Dynasty.

The woodblock prints of the Mu chieftains
of Lijiang hold substantial value in terms of
document preservation. The quantity and scale of
the woodblock prints of the Mu Chieftains should
not be underestimated because these elements
provide fresh material and perspectives for the
study of publishing history and thus occupy a
prominent place in Chinese publishing history.
In conclusion, the woodblock prints of the Mu
chieftains of Lijiang not only fulfilled the needs
of the renowned and influential Chiefdom of
Lijiang but also facilitated the development
of publishing in frontier regions inhabited
by minority nationalities. Moreover, through
their printing, the Mu chieftains unconsciously
assimilated themselves into the cultural circle of
mainland literati, and their woodblock prints carry
a symbolic significance in relation to cultural

identity within the chieftain region.
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