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Abstract

Based on enormous firsthand materials such as archives, diaries and newspapers etc., this article
tries to clarify the exchange service between the National Library of Peiping and American academics
by Microfilm Camera from 1936 to 1950s. By doing so, the author analyzes the cause, process and
impact of this services from the perspective of library interaction between China and the United States,
and the history of the development of Chinese studies in the United States.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

The increasingly close exchange relationship
between the United States and China has
manifested in various ways, including the
development of Chinese studies in the United
States. In February 1929, the American Council
of Learned Societies (hereinafter the “Council”)
established the Committee on the Promotion
of Chinese Studies, ushering in a new era of
Chinese studies in universities and designated
research institutions. As an emergent American
academic discipline in the 20th century, Chinese
studies faced various challenges such as the
acquisition of new materials and the development
of novel research questions. The Council is a
joint organization comprising dozens of academic
groups in the disciplines of social sciences and the
humanities. The member groups recognize that
they must move to increase the volume and quality
of Chinese books in the collections of universities,
research institutions, and libraries to establish a
strong foundation for Chinese studies.

In light of the challenges of acquiring printed
literature, the Council adopted a forward-looking
approach by using microfilm cameras, which were
considered cutting-edge technology during that

period, to arrange document exchange services

between the Library of Congress and National
Library of Peiping. The services received funding
support from the Rockefeller Foundation, and the
plan was to use microfilm cameras to photograph
the valuable collection kept by the National
Library of Peiping.

2. Progress

The author compiled relevant historical
records, including the documents of the Council
and Rockefeller Foundation, to summarize
the aforesaid novel attempt at document
exchange services.

First, the initiative was proposed and actively
promoted by the Council. On May 15, 1936, the
Rockefeller Foundation approved an appropriation
fund program labeled RF36072, which was used
to officially support the replication of Chinese
literature by using microfilm cameras. Through
this program, the Rockefeller Foundation planned
to donate automatic microfilm cameras to the
National Library of Peiping for photographing
its collection. However, the onset of the Second
Sino-Japanese War substantially hindered the
implementation of this program. In the summer
of 1939, one camera and its accessories arrived
at Tianjin (KiE) and their initial assembly was
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completed. On September 26, 1939, the relevant
agencies in Peiping established committees to
take charge of the photographing tasks. In early
November 1940, the camera was completely
assembled and calibrated at Peking Union
Medical College. The camera was invented by
the American military surgeon Dr. R. H. Draeger,
who originally developed it to meet the specific
needs of the program. However, the photography
subject changed from library collection to medical
documents after the camera was delivered to
China, and Peking Union Medical College
replaced the National Library of Peiping to
become the leading entity of the program. After
the Pacific War began on December 8, 1941,
Peking Union Medical College was taken over by
the Japanese Army, and the camera was stolen and
never recovered. Due to these unfortunate events
and human factors, the camera did not completely
fulfill its intended purpose. The historical records
indicate that Peking Union Medical College
used the camera to take over 3,600 photographs
of 654 Chinese-language medicine and botany
documents, yielding 305 film sheets in total.
These photographs have been authorized by the
Rockefeller Foundation to be archived in the
Orientalia Division of the Library of Congress.
Fortunately, the National Library of Peiping
has delivered various valuable ancient literature
works, which were in Shanghai (_[:¥) before
the Second Sino-Japanese War, to the Library
of Congress for safekeeping. The Library of
Congress was also authorized by the National
Library of Peiping to photograph these works of
literature for replication and reference purposes.
This endeavor greatly enriched the collection
of Chinese literature accessible to Chinese

Extended Abstract

studies centers in the United States and Europe,
consolidating the foundation of Chinese studies
development after the Second Sino-Japanese War.

In the later stage of the Second Sino-Japanese
War, Yuan Tung-Li (32[Ai&), the director of the
National Library of Peiping, strived to promote
the preservation of ancient and rare Chinese books
through microfilm photography and advocated a
program to reconstruct a microfilm photography
laboratory in Peiping. After careful evaluation
through on-site inspection and expert consultation,
the Rockefeller Foundation approved further
funding in January 1948 to support the National
Library of Peiping to procure relevant equipment
for its microfilm photography laboratory.
Although China entered an unstable period
afterward, the efforts of Yuan Tung-Li, Wang
Chung-Min (EFEK), and relevant personnel
enabled the re-establishment of the laboratory. In
the mid-1950s, the laboratory enabled American
academics to order literature films from the National

Library of Peiping to undertake academic research.

3. Significance
In the first half of the 20th century, the

National Library of Peiping was one of the few
large-scale modern libraries in China. The library
director Yuan Tung-Li had a clear vision and
expansive view for developing modern library
services and international academic exchange.
He actively responded to the needs of American
academics, sparked their interest in Chinese
studies, and strived to facilitate collaboration
and exchange between libraries in China and the
United States, thereby promoting the development
of Chinese studies in the United States. The

donation of automatic microfilm cameras was a
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unique and crucial endeavor that signified the
intensive collaboration between the National
Library of Peiping and American academics.
The lasting effect of this forward-looking
endeavor will surely be commemorated by

future generations.
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