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Analysis of Mo You-Zhi’s Proofreading of the Initial Ji Gu Ge
Edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin Held in the Shanghai Library:
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Abstract

Mo You-Zhi (34:2) used the Mongolian Zhong Tong Ben (F1##4%) and the Dian Ben (B¢ 4%)
of Shi Ji (130 to proofread the thirty volumes of the Ji Gu Ge Ben Shi Ji Suo Yin (7 B4 13052
FZ) in his collection at the end of the Ming Dynasty, which were published in imitation of the Song
dynasty. Mo’s proofreading was conducted in the context of the creation of the Jinling Publishing
House (:B[%&'EZJ5)) to publish the classic and historical texts, and is of some significance to the
understanding of the proofreading of Shi Ji in the late Qing Dynasty. Through the verification of the
proofs, the differences between the Mao Ben Suo Yin (EAZZ[Z) and the He Ke Ben Suo Yin (5%l
ZNZZ[Z) are more obvious in the proofs. In addition to the errors in the individual entries, most of the
entries can correct the errors in the Mao Ben, and some entries can supplement the shortcomings of the
revised version of Shi Ji by the Beijing Zhonghua Book Company (ALE{-HHEE fF)). At the same time,
the complexity of the source of Mao Ben Suo Yin is explored with reference to the Zhong Tong Ben,
and its complexity is explained as a result of reverse proof-reading Gy [F]F#)).

Keywords: Shi Ji Suo Yin; Mo You-Zhi; Zhong Tong Ben; Dian Ben; Proof-reading

DILERCKER SRR (YR )
School of Literature, Shandong University, Jinan, China
E-mail: wangshaoshuai2014@163.com

191



Journal of Library and Information Studies 22:1 (June 2024)

Extended Abstract

When the Jinling Publishing House (B[%'E
=£J5) was established, Mo You-Zhi (EK2)
proofread the Ji Gu Ge block-printed edition of Shi
Ji Suo Yin (i BAARERE0ERER) to facilitate the
block-printing of classic and historical literature.
The Ji Gu Ge block-printed edition is crucial for
understanding the proofreading of the Shi Ji (52
ZC) in the late Qing dynasty. Mo encountered
eight editions of Shi Ji while he was conducting
proofreading, namely the Northern Song dynasty
block-printed edition, Yuan dynasty Zhong Tong
(H#f) second-year block-printed edition, Ming
dynasty Wang Yan-Zhe (F4EEE) block-printed
edition, Ke Wei-Xiong (F#ERE) block-printed
edition, Guo Zi Jian (B]+%5) block-printed
edition, Shi Ji Ping Lin (325CFFAK) block-printed
edition, Ji Gu Ge block-printed edition, and Wu
Ying Hall (#(#Y) block-printed edition. He
conducted his proofreading on July 5, 6, and 7 of
the Chinese calendar in the first year of Emperor
Tong Zhi’s reign (1862 CE). Mo’s 74 proofreading
annotations can be broadly divided into three
categories, corrections of errors in Shi Ji Suo Yin
that were made without providing any evidence,
corrections of errors in Shi Ji Suo Yin that were

made using supporting versions as evidence, and

corrections of errors in Shi Ji Suo Yin that were
made using literature-derived evidence.

The book Shi Ji Suo Yin has three versions
that differed due to the differing methods it was
passed down, specifically, the manuscript system,
block-printed system, and combined block-printed
system; this work is integrated beneath the main
text of the Shi Ji. The combined block-printed
system can be further divided into the Er Jia Zhu
(ZZ{¥) (annotations of the two experts) and
San Jia Zhu (=52{F) (annotations of the three
experts) subsystems. Between these systems,
differences manifested during transcription and
block-printing. Even the single manuscript or
block-printed edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin could have
multiple variations, and deletions could occur
during the process of combined-block printing.
Hence, differences among different versions are
prevalent. Scholars in the late Qing dynasty had
limited access to the Song dynasty editions of the
Shi Ji. Consequently, the Yuan dynasty Zhong
Tong second-year block-printed edition was
regarded as a more valuable version. The Yuan
dynasty Zhong Tong second-year block-printed
edition was valued by scholars and used to correct
the Ji Gu Ge block-printed edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin.

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Wang, S.-S. (2024). Analysis of Mo You-Zhi’s proofreading of
the initial Ji Gu Ge edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin held in the Shanghai Library: A concurrent discussion
of the source text of the Ji Gu Ge edition. Journal of Library and Information Studies, 22(1), 191-
218. https://doi.org/10.6182/jlis.202406_22(1).191 [Text in Chinese].
To cite this article in Chicago format: Shao-Shuai Wang, “Analysis of Mo You-Zhi’s proofreading
of the initial Ji Gu Ge edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin held in the Shanghai Library: A concurrent
discussion of the source text of the Ji Gu Ge edition,” Journal of Library and Information Studies
22,no. 1 (2024): 191-218. https://doi.org/10.6182/jlis.202406_22(1).191 [Text in Chinese].
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The current research examined the 74
proofreading annotations by Mo and discovered
that the Yuan dynasty Zhong Tong second-year
block-printed edition was successfully used to
correct approximately 50 errors in the Ji Gu Ge
block-printed edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin. Shi Ji
Suo Yin, which was block-printed during the late
Northern Song dynasty and published during the
early Southern Song dynasty, was the subsequent
single edition that served as a reference for Er
Jia Zhu. Therefore, it could be related to the Tsai
Meng-Bi (3%255#) block-printed edition and
Geng Bing (Jk3) block-printed edition from
the Southern Song dynasty. The Tsai Meng-Bi
and Geng Bing block-printed editions, in turn,
served as sources for the Yuan dynasty Zhong
Tong second-year block-printed edition. Thus,
the Yuan dynasty Zhong Tong second-year block-
printed edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin was associated
with the late Northern Song dynasty and early
Southern Song dynasty block-printed edition of
Shi Ji Suo Yin. The Ji Gu Ge edition of Shi Ji Suo
Yin, proofread by Mao Jin (&%) in the Ming
dynasty, was based on the Zhang Yu (58fT) and
Geng Bing block-printed editions. Thus, cross-
referencing among these editions could have
occurred. In addition, the source text for the Ji Gu
Ge block-printed edition was the Zu Ben (iHA)
edition for the subsequent combined block-printed
editions. During the process of compiling the Tsai
Meng-Bi and Geng Bing combined block-printed
editions, deletions and consolidations were made
to the Zu Ben edition, and the process continued
until the proofreading stage of the Yuan dynasty
Zhong Tong second-year block-printed edition of
Shi Ji Suo Yin. Given that single editions of Shi Ji
Suo Yin were nearly extinct, Mao Jin obtained a

Extended Abstract

copy of the late Northern Song dynasty and early
Southern Song dynasty block-printed edition
of Shi Ji Suo Yin. He proofread this edition by
referring to the Zhang Yu and Geng Bing block-
printed editions, which were derived from this
edition but had undergone revisions involving
deletions and consolidation. The source lineage
was reversed, and this phenomenon is referred
to as “reverse proof-reading GUfi[afscih).” This
reverse proof-reading process led to confusion
regarding the source of the source text for the Ji
Gu Ge edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin and complexity
behind the various Shi Ji Suo Yin editions
passed down.

The overall trend of ancient book proofreading
indicated that Er Jia Zhu of the Shi Ji represented
a transition to San Jia Zhu. Sixty-five years before
the creation of the Yuan dynasty Zhong Tong
second-year block-printed edition, a San Jia Zhu
block-printed edition by Huang Shan-Fu (E3%K)
already existed. Thirty-seven years later, another
San Jia Zhu block-printed edition by Peng Yin-
Weng (2 E %)) was created. The Yuan dynasty
Zhong Tong second-year block-printed edition
represented a return to the San Jia Zhu trend.
Mao Jin’s collection indicated that he was fully
equipped to compile a combined block-printed
edition of San Jia Zhu. His deliberate distinct
use of the term San Jia Zhu clearly reflected his
intention of restoring antiquity. Both the Yuan
dynasty Zhong Tong second-year block-printed
edition and the Shi Ji Suo Yin proofread by Mao
Jin represented a departure from the trend of
San Jia Zhu combined block-printing editions.
However, from the perspective of preserving
single editions of Shi Ji Suo Yin, they held

positive significance. In addition, the gradual
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incorporation of San Jia Zhu into the Shi Ji had
led to additions, deletions, and adjustments
in arrangements within Shi Ji Suo Yin. This
resulted in Shi Ji Suo Yin being confused with
works such as Shi Ji Ji Jie ($2ECEEfF) and Shi
Ji Zheng Yi (MIFCIEFR).

In brief, the current research investigated the
Ji Gu Ge block-printed edition of Shi Ji Suo Yin
proofread by Mo You-Zhi and identified entries
that can complement the revised edition of the
Shi Ji compiled by Beijing Zhonghua Book
Company (JbE#EEJ5)). From the aspect of
literary transmission, these proofreading efforts
contribute to the restoration and enhancement
of the original Shi Ji Suo Yin.
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