B & & 2T FEF2H (2024.12) H101-128
https://doi.org/10.6182/jlis.202412_22(2).101

SSRNSCER SElie < FATT A E S B HFRTTAS HH AR S

Author Affiliation and Preprint Publication on the
SSRN Literature Research Network

MM REPEF
Hsiang-Jou Lin', Yu-Wei Chang’
i

HEARTAR L A ARHR it S RHERERIFAGEE HETA - ASCEFITARZ #RAIR
ZEIFE o Bt - ARHFELI1997 220204 IR AES SRNSCEIF FEfEi& 2 1,734 THIT A
Rl Fe s » SEHS QU U R B SO K SATRI T AR YT H 2007 - -EFH B R » 2%
RTATTARR 3760 EE TR H 258 B - B TS5BS 2 6T6MiERE - EEH o /& R
e RS PO A H AR THIT AR » (B BB RSE 100/ L mE EIEE - 15 TSR TH
ITARDIERE SR TR T - KILEE KL R AERER  RREFME SR TEITALIGE
BB EE RS o AN B EECCEFITARZ R (36.6% ) WS Ef SR TEIT
A (31.8%) - AEEHSCERTEITAS LS G 2 TR T A B SR AT DU FI S Z = il

(88.7% vs.713%) °

BISESF © SSRN » SCH » WSS  FTA

Abstract

With the increasing embrace of preprints by scientific and social science disciplines, the
humanities have garnered comparatively less attention in their development. This study targeted
1,734 preprints uploaded on the SSRN Literature Research Network between 1997 and 2020. The
findings reveal substantial preprint growth in both traditional and interdisciplinary literature categories
since 2007. A total of 1,376 authors were identified as affiliated with 676 institutions across 75
countries and represented 25 disciplines. Only 6 authors shared preprints in both interdisciplinary and
traditional literature, but they were productive, contributing 8-100 preprints. Law authors dominated
interdisciplinary literature preprints because most preprints were related to law and literature. This
differed in that language and literature authors predominantly shared preprints in traditional literature.
Additionally, there is a slightly higher publication rate in interdisciplinary literature preprints than in
traditional literature preprints (36.6% vs. 31.8%). Traditional literature preprints showed a significantly
higher preference for publishing in the format of journal articles compared to interdisciplinary
literature preprints (88.7% vs. 77.3%).
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Posting preprints online has become a valuable
channel for researchers to share their findings and
facilitate scholarly communication. Uploading
preprints before formal publication enables
researchers to share their results on the internet
quickly, bypassing the traditional peer review
process. Even when preprints are posted after an
article is published, they serve as a record of the
initial research findings and can complement the
final version of the published article.

Although researchers from various fields have
actively engaged in posting preprints to present
their research results, those in the humanities are
less familiar with the practice. Previous studies on
preprints have largely focused on the natural and
social sciences, emphasizing the number posted
and the proportion that are eventually published in
a journal. However, little attention has been given
to the characteristics of the authors posting these
preprints. This study seeks to fill that research
gap by investigating literature preprints and the
characteristics of their authors.

The data for this study were derived from
preprints posted on the Literature Research
Network of the open access research platform
SSRN, spanning topics in the field of literature
such as American literature and law and literature.

This study categorized literature preprints into
two groups for comparison: discipline-specific
and interdisciplinary.

The study addressed three main research
questions. First, it examined both yearly changes
in the number of literature preprints posted
and differences in trends between discipline-
specific and interdisciplinary preprints. Second, it
compared the institutional affiliations, countries,
and disciplinary backgrounds of authors of
discipline-specific preprints with those of authors
of interdisciplinary preprints. Third, it investigated
the proportion of literature preprints that had
been formally published and compared the
publication rates between discipline-specific and

interdisciplinary literature preprints.

2. Method

2.1 Data collection

In May 2022, we collected bibliographic
records of documents posted on the Literature
Research Network within SSRN, including their
title, authors, affiliations, and document type.
A total of 1,734 preprints uploaded between
1997 and December 2020 were identified from
documents classified as “working papers.” These
preprints were distributed across 10 topic areas.
Six of the topic areas were related to discipline-
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specific topics (American Literature, Children’s
Literature, English and Commonwealth Literature,
Poetry and Poetics, Post-Colonial and World
Literature, and Literary Theory and Criticism).
The remaining four areas were related to
interdisciplinary topics in literature (Law and
Literature; Disability Studies; Ethnic Studies; and
Women, Gender, and Literature).

Given that interdisciplinary topics might
encourage researchers outside the discipline of
literature to post preprints on topics in literature,
we divided the preprints into discipline-specific
and interdisciplinary variants. We aimed to explore
whether different patterns would emerge between
these two categories. Approximately 53.4% of the
preprints (926) were interdisciplinary, and the rest
were discipline-specific preprints (46.6%, 808).
This near-even split between both groups validated
our decision to categorize preprints in this manner,
where key differences between discipline-specific
and interdisciplinary literature preprints could
have been overlooked otherwise.

2.2 Data processing

A total of 1,376 individual authors contributed
to the 1,734 preprints. Author affiliations were
used to determine their disciplinary backgrounds,
institutions, and countries of institutions. When
affiliation information was incomplete, we
searched authors’ CVs or other biographical
information to determine these attributes.

To verify whether a preprint had been
submitted for publication, we compared the
preprint titles with titles of publications from the
authors’ CVs or publication lists available on
the websites of their affiliated institutions.

Additionally, we compared abstracts to

Extended Abstract

confirm which preprints had been published
and in what format, such as journal articles or

book chapters.

3. Results

The first preprint was uploaded to the
Literature Research Network on SSRN in 1997.
Between 1997 and 2006, the number of preprints
posted on discipline-specific and interdisciplinary
topics remained consistently low.

Approximately 89.6% of the 1,734 preprints
were written by individual authors. Only 181
preprints were coauthored, each by two to six
authors. In terms of productivity, 85.2% of authors
posted only one preprint. Only eight highly
productive authors posted 10 or more preprints.
Additionally, only six authors contributed preprints
in both the interdisciplinary and discipline-specific
categories, but they were quite prolific, posting 8
to 100 preprints each.

Affiliations were identified for 1,203
authors; they came from 676 institutions, 91.6%
of which were universities or independent
research institutes. The remaining 8.4% were
non-academic institutions, including non-profit
organizations, companies, and government
agencies. Geographically, the institutions spanned
75 countries, with 37.9% located within the
United States. Asia accounted for the largest share
of institutions across 29 countries.

Although institutions in the United States
had the highest overall proportion of preprints,
aligning with our prediction that most authors
would have affiliations with US institutions, the
institution with the highest number of preprint
authors was the National Research University

Higher School of Economics in Russia. All 25
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authors from this institution were affiliated with
the Department of Linguistics.

The 1,121 authors with identifiable disciplinary
backgrounds came from 25 disciplines across
the natural sciences, social sciences, and
humanities. Authors from law-related departments
and institutions comprised the largest group,
representing 35.5% (488 authors) of the total.
Notably, 87.7% (428) of the law-affiliated authors
posted interdisciplinary preprints. Linguistics
was the second-most represented discipline, with
23.3% (320 authors), 73.1% of whom contributed
preprints in discipline-specific topics in literature.
Although some authors were not affiliated with
literature departments, they possessed educational
backgrounds related to literature or had personal
interests in exploring literary topics. This made
it challenging to determine why an author’s
current discipline did not align with the subject
of their preprints, highlighting the limitations of
relying solely on author affiliation to determine
disciplinary background.

In total, 34.4% of the 1,734 literature preprints
were later published in journals, books, or
conference proceedings. Interdisciplinary
literature preprints had a higher publication
rate than discipline-specific literature preprints
(36.6% vs. 31.8%). Both types of preprints were
predominantly published as journal articles,
though some were also published as book chapters
or in conference proceedings. A greater proportion
of discipline-specific literature preprints were
ultimately published as journal articles compared
to interdisciplinary literature preprints (88.7% vs.
77.3%).

4. Conclusion

In total, 1,734 preprints were uploaded to the
SSRN Literature Research Network from 1997
to 2020, for approximately 72 posted annually on
average. This reflects the relatively low volume of
literature preprints available on SSRN. Although
an increasing number of preprints on literature
began to be posted from 2007, the overall low
numbers suggest that preprints are not widely
embraced by researchers in the field of literature.

Surprisingly, authors from law contributed the
most preprints, likely influenced by the inclusion
of the interdisciplinary topic “Law and Literature”
within the Literature Research Network. Authors
from the field of law demonstrated a higher
interest in posting preprints than their colleagues
in linguistics. Lawyers, writers, and other authors
outside of traditional academic fields also
participated in sharing literature preprints, and a
considerable proportion of authors were affiliated
with institutions in Asia and Africa, indicating that
preprints can encourage both researchers and non-
researchers to share their work related to literature.

To better understand the motivations behind
uploading preprints on topics in literature to SSRN
and the reasons most preprint authors have not
gone on to publish their results, future research
should focus on directly investigating the authors
themselves. This could provide valuable insights
into the factors influencing both the choice to
share preprints and that of whether to publish.
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