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The Provenance of the Transcript of Gong Yang Shu in the Hosa
Library —Including Problems Concerning the Original Edition of
Kanazawa Library and the Revised Editions from the Song and
Yuan Dynasties in Chuanshu Tang
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Abstract

The manuscript of Gong Yang Shu (ZA=F§i) from the late Muromachi period, housed in the Hosa
Library (G273 &) in Japan, is the only complete Dan Shu Ben (BLEfiAN) in the world. According
to the newly discovered Marginalia and Proofread Edition (f&K7ZX) by Hayashi Razan (PREE[LD),
Hayashi and his son collated the Wan Li Bei Jian Ben (& JLE57K) based on the Dan Shu Ben held in
the Kanazawa Library (4375 3CJ&) in 1654. This suggests that the original loss at Kanazawa occurred
before 1654. The Hosa Edition GE/7AN) of Gong Yang Shu, now preserved, was copied from the
original edition of the Imperial Academy’s reprint of the Southern Song Dynasty, which was housed
in the Kanazawa Library. The Gong Yang Shu in the Kanazawa Library was not revised during the
Song and Yuan Dynasties but predates the seven volumes of the extant edition held in the National
Library of China today. A comparison with the remnants of the Revised Edition GEf&EA) reveals that
the variants in the Hosa Edition are superior to those in the Revised Edition. The disorganized sections
of the Hosa Edition can be supplemented using the Revised Edition, and any missing or inaccurately
copied parts of the Hosa Edition can also be corrected with reference to the Revised Edition. A
comprehensive use of the two Dan Shu Ben editions, along with Hayashi Razan’s Marginalia and
Proofread Edition, is highly beneficial for the collation and study of Gong Yang Shu.
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Extended Abstract

“Dan Shu Ben (Hii4%)” is a crucial edition
within the textual system of the Thirteen
Confucian Classics. Since the Southern Song
Dynasty, when the annotated versions were
compiled and printed together, these annotated
editions have become the dominant form of
Confucian texts, leading to the increasing rarity
of Dan Shu Ben. At present, three identifiable
versions of the Gong Yang Dan Shu Ben (/ATEER
BiZK) exist. The first is the Revised Edition GE&
ZK) from the Song Dynasty, which only contains
volumes one to seven. This copy was originally
housed within the imperial court and subsequently
acquired by the Chuanshu Tang ({5 &%) of Jiang
Ruzao (i) of Zhejiang after its release at
the end of the Qing Dynasty. When Wang Guowei
(EBEJ#E) compiled the Chuan Shu Tang Cang
Shu Zhi ({HEEEERE) for Jiang, he used the
Ruan Ben (JtA) to collate the remnant Song
Ben of Gong Yang and included this work in his
bibliography. In the 17th year of the Republic of
China (1928), Liu Chenggan (£7K#) edited and
published the Jia Ye Tang Cong Shu (GEEEE
&), making the remnant Song Ben of Gong Yang
available to the public, which gradually gained
recognition. This edition was later acquired by the
Baoli Tang of Nanhai Pan Shi (Fg751% KEF g HD),
and Zhang Yuanji (7RJCT) also included it in the

Baoli Tang Song Ben Shu Lu (Biai RKAREER).
Subsequently, Zhang Yuanji edited and printed the
Xu Gu Yi Cong Shu ({& iR &5 E). Hanfen Lou (3
75##) borrowed the Print of Nanhai Pan Shi and
made a photocopy. This book is now housed in
the National Library of China, under the rare book
number 08646. It was photocopied in 2014 as part
of the Zhong Hua Zai Zao Shan Ben Tang Song
Bian (FHEHEEZE A ERHR), and it was included
in the 2016 edition of Si Bu Cong Kan Si Bian (/4
EiEETIVU%R) edited by Li Zhizhong (ZEE).
The second version is Jiang Ruzao’s handwritten
edition. After acquiring the remnant Song Ben
of Gong Yang, Jiang personally transcribed a
copy by hand. This copy is now preserved in the
Fudan University Library, under the call number
rb1431. The third version is a transcript of Dan
Shu Ben of Gong Yang held in the Hosa Library
(3&/- X J#). Written during the Muromachi
period, this transcript is complete from beginning
to end and comprises a total of six volumes; it is
cataloged under the call number 101-28. As the
only complete edition of Dan Shu Ben of Gong
Yang, the Hosa edition (£/£4%) holds immense
documentary value.

The Hosa edition of Gong Yang Shu bears
the “Yu Ben (ffl4%)” relief seal with red imprint,
and at the end of volume eleven, there is a black-
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stamped seal reading “Kanazawa Library (335
J#),” inscribed by a scribe, indicating that this
edition was likely copied from the original held
by the Kanazawa Library and might have once
belonged to Tokugawa Ieyasu (f2]11325). The Hosa
edition of Gong Yang Shu was transcribed by seven
scribes, though there are some inconsistencies in
the pagination. The text also features many circles
drawn with a red brush, suggesting that the edition
was collated both before and after its completion.
The collation process primarily involved two
aspects: namely correcting transcription errors and
revising the structure and format of the text.

The most recent recorded mention of the
Kanazawa Library edition of the Gong Yang
appears in the Luo Shan Lin Xian Sheng Wen Ji
LM 4: SCER), confirming that the Kanazawa
Library did possess an engraving print of Dan
Shu Ben. Hayashi Razan (#f%E[L) and his
son, Hayashi Gaho (#£El&), used this edition
to collate the Gong Yang Zhu Shu, which was
published by the Imperial Academy during the
Wanli Period of the Ming Dynasty and housed in
their family collection. Between the second and
third years of the Joo (7Z&Jf€) era (1653-1654),
Hayashi Gaho served at his father’s side and
assisted him in collating the Song Ben of Gong
Yang. After the collation was completed in the
third year of the Joo era (1654), the Kanazawa
Library edition of the Gong Yang disappeared from
all records. Regarding the source of the Hosa
edition of the Gong Yang, numerous scholars, both
domestic and international, have inferred from the
black-stamped Kanazawa Library seal at the end
of volume eleven that it was likely copied from
the Kanazawa Library’s engraving print of Dan

Shu Ben. However, this inference is not supported

Extended Abstract

by conclusive evidence. By comparing it with
the Revised Edition, one can find compelling
evidence suggesting that the source text for the
Hosa edition was likely an engraving print from
the Song Dynasty. The Hosa edition includes a
“Die Wen (f¥30)” document from the Central
Secretariat and the titles of collating officials in
the Northern Song Dynasty at the beginning and
end of the volumes, as well as numerous taboo
words from the Song Dynasty. These elements
serve as indirect evidence that the source text for
the Hosa edition was an engraving print of Song
Dan Shu Ben. Furthermore, the Hosa edition
retains the small notes in Shu Wen (#i30) that are
found in engraving prints from the Song Dynasty,
and where the revised edition starts a line break
after the text ends, the Hosa edition erroneously
continues on the same line. This is the direct
evidence that the source text for the Hosa edition
was an engraving print of Song Dan Shu Ben. The
most reliable evidence, however, is that the Hosa
edition omits several dozen characters, which
correspond exactly to a full line in the Revised
Edition. This likely occurred because the scribe
was copying across lines. From this research, it
can be concluded that the source text for the Hosa
edition was most likely a reprinted Gong Yang
Dan Shu Ben produced by the Imperial Academy
during the Southern Song Dynasty that was once
held by the Kanazawa Library, and it should be
an early copy of the engraving print of a Dan Shu
Ben from the Southern Song Dynasty.

At present, the only surviving printed edition
of the Gong Yang Dan Shu Ben is a single
remnant Revised Edition, and the only complete
extant transcript of the Gong Yang Dan Shu Ben
is the one preserved in the Hosa Library. Both
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the Revised Edition and the Hosa edition hold
significant documentary value, and they are
complementary to each other. The Hosa edition,
transcribed from an early printed edition of the
Southern Song Dynasty’s engraved Dan Shu
Ben, contains more individual characters than
the Revised Edition. This distinction is what
gives the Hosa edition its greatest value in
comparison to the Revised Edition. Naturally,
the blurred characters and transcription errors in
the Hosa edition can be corrected by referencing
the Revised Edition, and the errors in the
Revised Edition as well as the errors caused by
wood board wear or by the incorrect substitution
of similar-looking characters during reprinting,
can be corrected using the Hosa edition. In
the future, any collation and restoration of the
Gong Yang text should integrate the texts from
the Revised Edition, the Hosa edition, and
other Zhu Shu editions (§¥#i4%) to enhance the

quality of the restored version.
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