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Abstract

As the only extant work of Fu Ge (H&#%) from the Song Dynasty, Sheng Lu Guan Jian ({3
FH#%) holds immense literary, historical, and bibliography research value. For a long time, scholars
have believed that the book has only been handed down as a copy collected by Wan Wei Bie Cang (55
Z=h1iK) during the Qing dynasty Jiaging (52B%) period, which has been photocopied and proofread
multiple times while ignoring the earlier and textually superior handwritten copy collected by the Zhi
Bu Zu Zhai (A1~ J2%5) owned by Bao Tingbo (fig#E{#) in the Qing dynasty. After careful comparison
between the two versions, it was found that the content of the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai version was more
complete. Wan Wei Bie Cang version has 48 parts of the text that were intentionally omitted, 7 parts
of the text were missing, a large number of markings have all been deleted, and 43 parts of the text
were copied incorrectly. These are all complete and correct in Zhi Bu Zu Zhai version. In terms of
completeness, accuracy, and reliability, the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai version is far superior to the Wan Wei Bie
Cang version and is the best version of the book Sheng Lu Guan Jian. Based on its format, wording,
and the contact between Bao Tingbo and Ruan Yuan (t7T), as well as their frequent interactions in
the editing industry, it can be reasonably concluded that the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai version of Sheng Lu Guan
Jian is the original copy of the Wan Wei Bie Cang version.
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Extended Abstract

As the only surviving treatise on Fu Ge (&
#%) composition from the Song Dynasty, the
Sheng Lu Guan Jian (B12EJHE) is highly detailed
and establishes a comprehensive theoretical
framework for the creation of Lii Fu () poetry,
making it an invaluable resource for literary
research. Additionally, the work contains over
1,600 examples of Lii Fu compositions that can no
longer be found elsewhere, providing irreplaceable
documentation on the Fu compositions associated
with the Song Dynasty civil service examinations.
Because of its crucial role in the history of Fu
theory (B{Z2) studies, the work has attracted
sustained scholarly attention over the centuries —
as many as seven facsimile editions have been
published and countless studies have been
produced. However, all these editions and studies
have been based on the Qing Dynasty Wan Wei
Bie Cang (53225 version, which has been
regarded as the only surviving copy worldwide.
This approach has overlooked an earlier and more
authentic version: the manuscript preserved by Bao
Tingbo (ff74E#) in the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai (IR 2 E5)
collection during the Qing Dynasty. The present
study examined the historical documentation of the
Sheng Lu Guan Jian, its textual lineage, and the
differences and transcriptional relationship between
the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript and the Wan Wei Bie

Cang version.

Zheng Qiqian’s (SFHETE) Sheng Lu Guan
Jian was first engraved during his tenure as a
Jizhou zhou xue jiao shou (FNINEHIR).
Commercial versions soon circulated in the Fujian
(&%) region. In the first year of Chunyou
(FEGTCAE; 1241), while concurrently serving
as the Acting Director of the Imperial Academy
(FHEBIT-F]3%), Zheng Qigian observed that
the Lii Fu compositions in the civil service
examinations deviated from established standards
of elegance and correctness. Consequently, he
submitted a memorial to the throne, leading the
Imperial Academy to reprint the book using the
Jizhou version’s printing plates. The text was
subsequently adopted for recitation in the various
schools of the Imperial Academy (B T-E57475),
contributing to its widespread dissemination. The
text was also recorded in several bibliographic
works by later generations, being cataloged in
works such as the Yuan Xi Hu Shu Yuan Chong
Zheng Shu Mu Bei (ULVGIEHFEEEEHE),
Ming Dynasty scholar Yang Shiqi’s (#z1-77) Wen
Yuan Ge Shu Mu CCREIEH), Ming Dynasty
scholar Jiao Hong’s (F8¥%) Guo Shi Jing Ji Zhi
(B0 #EFEK), Qing Dynasty scholar Fu Weilin’s
([l Ming Shu Jing Ji Zhi (W& - $EFER)
Qing Dynasty scholar Huang Yuji’s
(HEE ) Qian Qing Tang Shu Mu (TFtEEE
H), and Qing Dynasty scholar Ni Can’s (fit/g)
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Bu Liao Jin Yuan Yi Wen Zhi (Fi2& & T0ESCE),
although with considerable discrepancies. The
Wen Yuan Ge Shu Mu, Guo Shi Jing Ji Zhi, and
Ming Shu Jing Ji Zhi classified the text under “Jing
Bu: Yue Lei (&3 « 4%
in the terminology used to describe the volumes

%H),” with slight variations

and sections. By contrast, the Qian Qing Tang Shu

Mu and Bu Liao Jin Yuan Yi Wen Zhi categorized

the work under the “Zi Bu: Lei Shu Lei (15 -

FHEHH)” and incorrectly attributed its compilation

to the Yuan Dynasty.

This study discusses the reasons for these
differences in bibliographic records and analyzes
the preface written by Ruan Yuan (tJT) and
others when compiling the Wan Wei Bie Cang.
The present study argues that subsequent scholars
have consistently failed to conduct in-depth
research on this valuable Song Dynasty document.
An examination of its textual lineage reveals that
at least five versions of the Sheng Lu Guan Jian
existed throughout history:

(1) The Jizhou Prefectural School Version from
the Song Dynasty (RiGMINEEZIA): This
was the first engraved edition of the Sheng Lu
Guan Jian, likely published in the early years
of Emperor Lizong’s reign (KIS, 1205-
1264). This version has been lost.

(2) The Jian Ning Print Workshop Version from
the Song Dynasty (REEEFELGZIA): This
version was published slightly later than the
Jizhou version and has also been lost.

(3) The Imperial Academy Version from the first
vear of Chunyou in the Song Dynasty (FRiZiif
JUAEESZR): This version was a reprint using
the Jizhou plates in the first year of Chunyou
and included an additional document, the
Chun You Yuan Nian Zheng Yue Liu Ri Shang

Extended Abstract

Shu Sheng Zha Zi (EitiyCAE1EHREH MEHE

Zii-F-). This version is no longer extant.

(4) The Zhi Bu Zu Zhai Manuscript from the
Qing Dynasty: This manuscript, preserved
by Bao Tingbo in his collection, is currently
housed at the National Central Library in
Taipei. A photographic reproduction from the
Republican era is available in the General
Ancient Books Reading Room at the National
Library of China. This manuscript was likely
copied during the Kangxi (FEEY; 1661-1722)
or Yongzheng (JEIF; 1722-1735) periods
of the Qing Dynasty and has long been
overlooked by scholars.

(5) The Wan Wei Bie Cang Version from the
Jiaging (GE2) Period of the Qing Dynasty:
This version was presented in three
installments by Ruan Yuan after the twelfth
year of the Jiaqing era (1807) and is currently
housed at the National Palace Museum in
Taipei.

The present study compares the Zhi Bu Zu
Zhai manuscript and the Wan Wei Bie Cang
version of the Sheng Lu Guan Jian across eight
aspects. First, the overall transcription format of
both versions is fundamentally consistent, but
slight differences exist in their layout. Second, the
Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript retains a substantial
number of complete circles (punctuation marks)
and annotations, whereas the Wan Wei Bie
Cang version has entirely removed these, often
mistaking the circles as part of the main text.
Third, the Wan Wei Bie Cang version has inserted
numerous missing-character symbols. Whenever
the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript contained illegible
handwriting or unclear meaning, the offending

characters were excised, resulting in substantial
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disruption to the original text. Fourth, the Zhi Bu
Zu Zhai manuscript contains numerous variant
characters. By contrast, because the Wan Wei Bie
Cang was intended to be formally presented to the
throne, that version has largely converted these
variants to standardized characters. Fifth, the Wan
Wei Bie Cang version omits some textual content
present in the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript. Sixth,
numerous transcription errors remain in the Wan
Wei Bie Cang version, several of which are the
result of distorted characters in the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai
manuscript. Seventh, both versions share some
identical transcription errors. Finally, although the
Wan Wei Bie Cang version corrects certain obvious
errors in the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript, it also
introduces some speculative and incorrect alterations.
By comparing the circumstances of
transcription of the two versions and considering
the social and editorial interactions between
Bao Tingbo and Ruan Yuan, one can reasonably
conclude that the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript of
the Sheng Lu Guan Jian served as the primary
source for the Wan Wei Bie Cang version.
Because the Wan Wei Bie Cang was intended to
be formally presented, the transcriber made some
modifications to the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai manuscript
but largely respected the original text. The
discovery and utilization of the Zhi Bu Zu Zhai
manuscript of the Sheng Lu Guan Jian dispels the
long-held assumption that the work is a unicum in
the Wan Wei Bie Cang. This finding also resolves
numerous longstanding problems caused by
textual errors and omissions that have perplexed
scholars, making a substantial contribution to the
study of Fu literature during the Song Dynasty.
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