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Abstract

The Yu Tai Xin Yong (E2HTik) edition printed by Zheng Xuan-Fu (M < HE) in the Jiajing
period (F£1) in the 19th year of the Ming Dynasty (H3{Y) is the foundational edition in Zheng Xuan-
Fu editions (B HERH), one of the two major editions of Yu Tai Xin Yong. Zheng’s edition of the
Yu Tai Xin Yong was compiled and edited by Zheng Xuan-Fu based on an incomplete edition and a
handwritten copy, differing from the other major editions of Yu Tai Xin Yong, Chen Yu-Fu editions
(B T A2 ##), therefore contains information not present in the Chen editions and holds unique
textual value. Another significant aspect of Zheng’s edition is that it reintroduced Yu Tai Xin Yong to
the public eye, greatly influencing its transmission. The editions circulated during the Ming Dynasty
primarily belong to Zheng’s editions. However, there is considerable confusion and error in the current
records of ancient books that the supposedly Jiajing period Xu Xue-Mo ({f3228)’s Hai Shu Lou
({gHERE) edition is actually a Wanli (B5f&) period reprint that omits information about Zheng’s
original carving, which does not affect Zheng’s edition’s status as the original and authoritative Ming
edition. Additionally, the so-called Jiajing 22nd year Yang Shi-Kai (51-f#)’s edition, claiming to be
based on a Song Dynasty edition (A7), is actually a recarved ($Zti) print derived from Xu’s edition,
with no genuine connection to the Song source.
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Extended Abstract

Yu Tai Xin Yong (EEZH#T3K) is primarily available
in the Chen Yu-Fu editions system (Bl T ACRA)
and the Zheng Xuan-Fu editions system (B 22 Hi
F##). The Chen Yu-Fu editions system, which
originated from the now-lost Chen Yu-Fu edition
of the Southern Song Dynasty (F§K), are now
best known through the late Ming Dynasty’s (Hf
BH) Zhao Jun (#4¥3) Xiao Wan Tang (/N5E%)
edition, which was reprinted from the original
Chen edition. The Zheng Xuan-Fu editions system
originated from the Zheng Xuan-Fu edition in the
Jiajing period (3%UH) in the 19th year of the Ming
Dynasty (HAfX), and the widely circulated copies
of Yu Tai Xin Yong during the Ming Dynasty were
nearly exclusively the Zheng editions. The two
systems considerably differ not only because
they contain heterogeneous texts but also because
they differ in key aspects such as their titles,
numbering, and attributions. These differences
notably influence evaluations of the compilation,
editors, and editorial methods for Yu Tai Xin Yong.

The Zheng Xuan-Fu edition of the 19th year of
the Jiajing period was published by Zheng Xuan-
Fu, a native of She County (3{}}%). The Zheng
edition comprises the 10 original volumes of
Yu Tai Xin Yong and an additional 5 volumes of
Xu Yu Tai Xin Yong (#EZH#H7K) compiled by
Zheng Xuan-Fu himself. The prefaces written
by Wu Shi-Zhong (%Zft}E) and Fang Hong-Jing
(J75LE%#) at the beginning of the Zheng edition,

as well as the postface by Zheng at the end, can be
analyzed to understand the editorial and publication
process of this edition. Yu Tai Xin Yong was not
widely circulated during Zheng’s time. He
searched for the anthology for a considerable
amount of time but could only obtain an
incomplete version. His friend Fang Da-Fa
(JiKi£) later purchased a manuscript in Jinling
(2/%) and presented it to Zheng upon returning
home. Zheng then collated this manuscript and
his previously acquired incomplete edition and
published Yu Tai Xin Yong. Although Fang was
given credit for collation at the beginning of the
edition, Zheng completed the work independently.

In his postface, Zheng Xuan-Fu mentions
removing superfluous entries; however, the
number of poems in the extant Zheng edition
exceeds the number of poems in the Chen editions,
which indicates that the source text Zheng relied
upon very likely included a substantial number
of pieces not originally part of Yu Tai Xin Yong.
Without a standardized edition as a reference,
Zheng could not determine the original form of
Yu Tai Xin Yong; therefore, on the basis of his
understanding of the historical scope of the classic
anthology, he omitted only the poems dated after
the Liang Dynasty (%2{Y), retaining all pre-Liang
entries as they were. The removed entries
may have then been used as material for Xu

Yu Tai Xin Yong. Zheng meticulously organized

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Bao, G.-H. (2025). Zheng Xuan-Fu editions of Yu Tai Xin
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and collated Yu Tai Xin Yong to render it readable
and coherent. Compared with the Chen editions
system, the Zheng edition diverges further from
the original form of Yu Tai Xin Yong; however,
it contains some information absent from the
Chen editions system. More importantly, Xu Yu
Tai Xin Yong and the additional poems (JiiH
&) in Zheng’s Yu Tui Xin Yong include previously
undocumented poems, suggesting an even older
literary origin for the Zheng edition and underscoring
its unique textual value. In addition to reviving Yu
Tai Xin Yong, the publication of the Zheng edition—
being the prototype for the widely circulated copies
in the Ming Dynasty —sparked numerous reprints
that further popularized Yu Tai Xin Yong.

Among the various editions derived from the
Zheng edition, the most renowned is the Hai Shu Lou
(B edition by Xu Xue-Mo (fRE235), which
is typically considered to have been published
during the Jiajing era. The Xu edition is textually
identical to the Zheng edition; it differs from the
Zheng edition only in the fact that it does not
include prefaces and postface. Furthermore, in
the Xu edition, the names of the collator at the
beginning of each volume of Yu Tai Xin Yong and
the editor in each volume of Xu Yu Tai Xin Yong
are different. Both the Zheng and the Xu editions
are reported to have been published during the
Jiajing period. If the Xu edition was printed
before the 19th year of the Jiajing period, it would
qualify as the progenitor of the Zheng Xuan-Fu
editions system. Such a scenario would necessitate
a massive reevaluation of the origin of the Zheng
edition and the entire publication lineage of the
Zheng editions system. However, according to
records in Xu’s writings about the construction
of his garden, the Hai Shu Lou building can be

Extended Abstract

inferred to have been built between the 12th and
14th years of the Wanli (&) period. Thus,
the Xu edition, which bears the Hai Shu Lou
designation, could not have been published before
the 12th year of the Wanli period. In other words,
it was published substantially later than the 19th
year of the Jiajing period, the period in which
the Zheng edition was published. Consequently,
the Zheng edition’s status as the foundation of
all the Zheng editions, and thus as the ancestor
of the widely circulated editions during the Ming
Dynasty remains unchallenged by the Xu edition.
The Xu edition is merely a reprint of the Zheng
edition without any additional textual sources. In
fact, in the Xu edition, the original attributions
in the Zheng edition are intentionally altered to
obscure the edition’s status as a reprint.
Subsequently, people obtained the printing
plates of the Xu Xue-Mo edition, and they
“recarved (20R)” parts of the edition, producing
new printed editions. These recarved versions
derived from the Xu edition achieved even wider
circulation than the Zheng and Xu editions did.
Their characteristics include unnatural blank spaces
at the beginning of each volume—a result of the
recarving—or, in some cases, no alteration at all,
rendering these versions identical to the Xu edition.
Many of these editions are incorrectly cataloged as
the Zheng edition in current bibliographies of ancient
books, but they can be accurately identified by the
aforementioned traits. Among the recarved versions,
the most influential is that printed by Yang Shi-Kai
(B51=B#), which includes a postscript written by
Zhang Shi-Mei (581H38) in the 22nd year of the
Jiajing period. Zhang’s postscript claims that Yang
obtained a Song edition (%K) and used it as the

basis for his publication. However, an analysis

231



B & 4 AT $23% #1481 (2025.6)

of Yang’s edition reveals that it is merely a
recarved version of the Xu edition, lacking
any genuine connection to a Song source.
Consequently, the proposed printing date of the
22nd year of the Jiajing period is unlikely.
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