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Abstract

Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue (1| E A7) is a precious historical material for studying the
military operations of the Taiping Army CKSEHE), the Nein Army ($RE), the White Lotus Society
and another uprising army in Shandong. However, there is no clear understanding of the authorship,
edition, writing, publication, and distribution of this book. By comparing the existing manuscripts of
the Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue with some other editions, a clear conclusion can be drawn from the
above questions. Firstly, this book was solely written by Guan Yan (&%), an aide of Yan Jing-Ming
([E#E%). Secondly, Zhang Yao (5RH#E), the author of the postscript of Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue,
shares the same name with the Shandong governor Zhang Yao, but they are not the same person.
Finally, the manuscript of the Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue was originally completed in 1874, later
published in 1876, printed in lead type by the Shen Newspaper Office (FH¥XEE) in 1879, and reprinted
in 1885 with the addition of Zhang Yao’s postscript. According to the characteristics of the book
editions, the order of the editions existing today can be confirmed.
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Extended Abstract

Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue (LIS EE LA
fi%) consists of 22 volumes, organized into ten
thematic sections: “Taiping Army (C&KNE),”
“Peasant Rebellion in Anhui Region (%¢2BE),”
“Peasant Rebellion in Shandong Region (+EE),”
“White Lotus Peasant Rebellion (ERFEZEE),”
“Surrendered White Lotus Groups ([%5%),” “Fu
Army (EBE),” “Zou Sect Peasant Rebellion (#f
#4),” “Peasant Rebellion in Zichuan Region (i)
PE),” “Huangya Sect Peasant Rebellion (&5 BE),”
and “The Boxer Rebellion ([EBE).” Each thematic
section is further subdivided into events, arranged
chronologically by year, month, and day, totaling
50 entries. This work specifically documents the
military campaigns conducted by the Qing army
in the Shandong region during the Xianfeng (Jak'2)
and Tongzhi ([G[i&) reigns. It also includes related
imperial edicts and petitions to the throne, making
it an essential historical source for studying anti-
Qing uprisings primarily led by the Taiping Army
in Shandong. However, the authorship, editions,
compilation, and printing of this book remain
subjects of ambiguity and are continually debated
within academic circles. Through a comparative
study of the Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue master
draft for launch and its various editions, the above

questions can now be addressed with clarity.

Four erroneous attributions of authorship for
Ji Lue have been made, naming Pan Yu (%),
Sun Xie (£2%¥), Zhang Yao (58/#%), and Guan Yan
(&%), either individually or collaboratively, as
its authors. Specifically, Pan Yu was mistakenly
identified as the author because he inscribed the
book title for the edition published in The Shen
Newspaper Office Book Series (FHERER#EE). Sun
Xie’s work, Bu Du Shu Zhai Ji (flif8E7154E),
is housed alongside the master draft of Ji Lue in
the Nankai University Library. Additionally, the
manuscript paper of Ji Lue bears the studio name
“Bu Du Shu Zhai,” leading to his misidentification
as the author. Zhang Yao, who wrote the colophon
included at the end of Ji Lue, was also mistakenly
considered its author. Some scholars further
speculated that Zhang Yao co-authored Ji Lue
with Guan Yan. Based on earlier research and
additional sources such as Jing Bei Cao Tang Ci
Gao (BRILELHEFARG), Guan Shi Zu Pu (& KI5
2, Wu Jin Guan Jing Bo Cai Shu Zhuan (i
EWAAA BUH), and Cai Shu Yi Shi (4 BUERE),
Ji Lue is now determined to be authored by Guan
Yan, a native of Wujin, Jiangsu.

In the 11th year of the Guangxu (J%##) reign
(1885), the colophon at the end of the printed
edition of Ji Lue bears the name Zhang Yao. For a
time, this was believed to refer to Zhang Yao, the

Note. To cite this article in APA format: Wang, Y.-F. (2025). Reassessing the authorship and editions of
Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue. Journal of Library and Information Studies, 23(2), 283-307. https://
doi.org/10.6182/j1is.202512_23(2).283 [Text in Chinese].

To cite this article in Chicago format: Yu-Fei Wang, “Reassessing the authorship and editions of
Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue,” Journal of Library and Information Studies 23, no. 2 (2025): 283-
307. https://doi.org/10.6182/jlis.202512_23(2).283 [Text in Chinese].
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renowned Governor-General of Shandong. Zhang
Shou-Chang (3E~5F1) was the first to point out
that two individuals named Zhang Yao were active
in the Shandong officialdom during that period.
Following this lead, this study distinguished the
two by examining their places of origin, courtesy
and literary names, official titles, and activities.
The findings confirm that the colophon was
authored by Zhang Yao, the general manager of
Shandong Publishing House ([ /7)) from
Shanhua (31t), Hunan. Furthermore, neither of
the two Zhang Yao individuals participated in the
compilation or subsequent revisions of Ji Lue.

The manuscript of Ji Lue was completed in the
13th year of the Tongzhi reign (1874), later printed
and published in the 2nd year of the Guangxu
reign (1876), and then reprinted with an additional
colophon by Zhang Yao in the 11th year of the
Guangxu reign (1885). Based on the characteristics
of the surviving editions, the printing sequence
can be confirmed: Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue was
completed in the 13th year of the Tongzhi reign
(1874). In the following two years, the manuscript
was revised while the engraving and printing of
the edition were completed by the 2nd year of the
Guangxu reign (1876). The master draft for launch
is now housed in the Nankai University Library.
The book cover retains textual records from the
time it was written, distributed, and printed, and
the manuscript itself shows numerous signs of
revisions, which is particularly valuable. The
printing information reflected in the manuscript
confirms that the so-called “edition from the 13th
year of the Tongzhi reign” that has been passed
down actually refers to the edition printed in the
2nd year of the Guangxu reign (1876) by Jinan
Publishing House (%4 )5)). The first engraved

Extended Abstract

edition from the 2nd year of the Guangxu reign
(1876) is relatively rare, with distinctions from
the first printing and subsequent printings. Of
the versions examined, the initial printing is
held by Nanjing University Library, while the
later printing is held by Nanjing Library. Shortly
thereafter, a lead-printed edition was published
in The Shen Newspaper Office Book Series in the
5th year of the Guangxu reign (1879). In the 11th
year of the Guangxu reign (1885), Zhang Yao, the
general manager of Shandong Publishing House
from Shanhua, Hunan, oversaw the reprint of
Ji Lue. This reprint involved no changes to the
text, but a colophon by Zhang Yao was added
at the end of the book. Furthermore, Zhang Yao
painstakingly reprinted Guan Yan’s studio name,
“Jing Bei Cao Tang,” and the phrase “edited by”
at the bottom of each page, thus providing a basis
for the investigation into the authorship of Ji Lue.
Overall, this study clarified the authorship
of Shan Dong Jun Xing Ji Lue, the author of the
colophon, the printing dates, and the provenance

of its editions in detail.
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